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The Christian Annual for 1927 


The Official Year Book of the General Convention is 
ready to mail now. The edition will be limited. First 
Orders First Filled. 


Price, $1.00 per copy. Cash with order. 


A complete history of the great events of the Christian 
Church for the year 1926. 
The Christian Annual contains: 
. Convention Officers and Committees. 
. Proceedings of Executive and General Boards. 
. Reports of various departments. 


. Roll of ministers in the various Conferences with post- 
office address. 


. Roll of Churches, Sunday-schools, Christian Endeavor, 
Missionary, and other societies of Christian Churches. 


. History of dedications, ordinations, offerings, and de- 
ceased ministers. 


7. Outstanding events of the Church. 
8. Reports of all our Educational Institutions. 
9. Officers of the Regional Conventions. 


. The entire Church, Sunday-school, and Christian En- 
deavor statistics by conferences. 


. A record of all other happenings of interest to the gen- 
eral church membership. 


No minister can afford to be without the Annual. 


Every ehurch clerk should have it. 
Send order at once—Use the following coupon. 


The Christian Publishing Association: Find enclosed 


Christian Annual.... for 1927. 





Address 














“My Son is a Fool” 


A certain New York millionaire was showing his 
home to a friend not long ago. The house was 
equipped with every modern convenience and luxury. 
“I have all these things,” said the millionaire, ‘‘and 
yet I can enjoy none of them—for my son is a fool!’’ 

Tragedies of this kind happen in many homes. 
Usually they come, not because the boy is spoiled, but 
because he is poorly informed about life. He does 
not know toward what goal to direct his efforts. 

To help boys and girls to choose their life work 
intelligently, a group of famous Americans are writ- 
ing for The Youth’s Companion this year a series of 
articles on the professions. Farming is discussed by 
L. J. Taber, master of the National Grange. Nicholas 
Longworth, Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
writes about politics. Equally eminent spokesmen 
have been found for the other professions. 

Give an ambitious boy or girl a chance to read 
these articles, along with more than 300 gems of 
fiction every year. Now is the time to enter your 
subscription for the Hundred and First .Year of the 
oldest, finest and cleanest young people’s magazine in 
America. Subscribers will receive :— 

1. The Youth’s Companion—52 weekly issues, and 
2. The Hundredth Anniversary Souvenir Picture 
“A Yard of Youth” (sent on request.) 

All for only $2. 

8. Or include McCall’s Magazine, the monthly 
authority on fashions. Both publications, 
only $2.50. 


THE YOUTH’S COMPANION 
S N Dept., Boston, Mass. 
Subscriptions Received at this Office 








Deaths 


George W. Grant, of Delhi, New York, passed to 
his eternal reward December 21, 1926. He met with 
an accident by falling off a load of oats in September 
and never recovered from the shock. He was born 
February 1, 1843, the son of Elder Daniel and Sister 
Sally Grant, united with the Christian Church at 
Delhi at the age of twelve and lived his entire life 
in this community. He married Lillian I. Patter- 
son January 12, 1869, to which union were born two 
daughters and three sons, two of the sons now de- 
ceased. Geo. W. Grant, for over threescore years 
and ten a member of the Delhi Christian Church, 
for nearly half of a century a subscriber to The 
Herald of Gospel Liberty, married for nearly fifty- 
eight years, was a man of unusual Christian qualities. 
To enter the home of this happy, lovable couple was 
an inspiration to go forward, do your best, and live 
for God. Ambitious? Yes, to the extreme; he 
painted his barn at the age of eighty. He was kind 
and considerate but positive in his belief in God, the 
Bible, in right living, and the enforcement of the 
law. He shall be sadly missed by his dear wife, 
and the community has lost one of ita best citizens. 
But the influence of such a life shall never die. The 
sincere sympathy of the New York Eastern Confer- 
ence and the entire brotherhood goes out to Mrs. 
Grant and the bereaved family. Brother Grant’s fav- 
orite verse of Scripture was the fourth verse of the 
twenty-third psalm, “Yea, though I walk through 
the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no 
evil; for thou art with me.” 

C. H. HALLENBECK, Conference Field Secretary. 
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MINISTERS’ NEW ADDRESSES 


C. A. Duncan, Kitchel, Indiana. 

Norval C. Kern, 29 Burnett Ave., Hilton, N. J. 

A. W. Sparks, 484 W. Fairview Ave., Dayton, Ohio. 

Ernest Treber, Pleasant Hill, Ohio. 

Mildred L. Treber, Pleasant Hill, Ohio. 

Clark, Raymond G., Piqua, Ohio. 

A. C. Youmans, 126 Chestnut St., Albany, N. Y. 

John A. Stover, Columbus Grove, Ohio. 

Scott Mossman, R. R. 1, Box 84, Cheshire, Ohio. 

B. S. Barton, Lincoln, Kansas. 

Edwin L. Noble, 99 Revere Road, Quincy, Massachu- 

setts. 

J. W. Kemmerer, Springboro, Pennsylvania. 

A. H. Plunkett, 559 S. Third St., Frankfort, Indiana. 

M. F. Allen, 2301 Roanoke Ave., Newport News. Va. 

Sion M. Lynam, 88 Barton Ave., Toronto, Ontario. 
. 6 Townsend Ave., Danville, Minois. 

. Goodes, Virginia. 

J. Elmer Lutz, Prospect, Ohio. 

J. S. Ehrheart, Beloit, Ohio. 

Percy W. Caswell, 495 Hall St., Manchester, N. H. 


CHURCH WANTED 


Rev. V. Brus, of Fairview, Pennsylvania, an or- 
dained minister of the Erie Christian Conference, is 
now ready to serve any of our churches. He will go 
anywhere, live on the field, and render full or half- 
time service. Communications are invited. 

















IMPORTANT BOOKS ‘ON CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 





Dr. Harper’s New Book “An Integrated Pro- 
gram of Religious Education”’ is one of them. 


Walter S. Athearn’s Judgment: 





One of the most widely recognized authorities in reli- 
gious education today is Dr. Walter S. Athearn, the well 
known Dean of the School of Religious Education and Social 
Life of Boston University. Dr. Athearn for years has been 
a most careful student of methods and results in religious 
education, and is eminently qualified to speak upon any book 
relating to this subject. He says: 

The sins of sectarianism have been augmented by the division of 
energies within the various Protestant churches. Competition, over- 
lapping, extravagance, incompetent administration, and inefficiency 
have marked the educational activities of mcst churches. It is a 
hopeful sign of a better day when our Protestant churches begin to 
talk seriously of correlation of educational ‘agencies and programs. 


One of the most constructive leaders of Protestant education in 
cur day is President W. A. Harper, of Elon College, North Carolina. 
For years he had been leading a significant educational movement in 
his own communion. He now shares his successful experience with 
his colleagues in other religious bodies, in his new volume, “An In- 
tegrated Program of Religious Education.” The book reads like a 
prophecy of gcod things to be hoped for, but in reality it is a record of 
impossible things that have been achieved. Its wide circulation will 
be a boon to the whole program of modern religious education. 


The Religious Telescope says: 





“An Integrated Program of Religious Education,’ by President 
W. A. Harper, of Elon College, strikes a responsive chord in every 
progressive worker’s thought and heart. It pioneers the way to avoid 
overlapping and waste in the work of religious education. Just the 
book needed.” Mr. J. R. Holbert, Ph. D., superintendent of the First 
United Brethren Sunday-school at Bloomington, Illinois, and director 
of Religious Education of Illinois Conference, says: “It is the mcst 
thought-provoking and most action-prompting book along pioneering 
lines that I have read in the field of Religious Education. Fortunately 
it is readable and at the same time ccnstructive throughout. You 
could do no greater service than sell this book to cur leaders. Cer- 
tainly it should be read by our bishops, conference superintendents, 
pastors, and Sunday-school superintendents. But why stop there? I 
believe every departmental leader in our local church will study it.” 


Price, cloth bound per copy $1.75 


ORDER TODAY FROM 


THE CHRISTIAN PUBLISHING ASSOCIATION 
Dayton, Ohio 











CHRISTIAN EDUCATION BOOKS 


WEEK DAY RELIGIOUS EDUCA- 
TION. 

By Henry F. Cope. In this book all 
phases of week day Religious Educa- 
tion are discussed by leading authcri- 
ties such as Professors Coe of Colum- 
bia University, Athearn of Boston 
University, and Richardson and Betts 
of Northwestern. Price $2.00. 


THE WEEK DAY CHURCH 
SCHOOL. 


By Henry F. Cope. In this book 
Dr. Cope surveys the different plans 
being used in week day Religious Ed- 
ucation and gives directions for its 
crganization and promotion. Price 
$1.50. 


THE PUPIL AND THE TEACHER. 


By Prof. Luther Allan Weigle, of 
Yale Divinity School. This book com- 
bines two units of the International 
Training course used by the Interna- 
tional Council of Religious Education. 
In this binding the price is $1.25. The 
other edition can be had of this sepa- 
rately in “THE TEACHER” or “THE 
PUPIL” in paper ccvers at 25 cents 
each or in cloth at 65 cents each. 


TALKS TO SUNDAY-SCHOOL 
TEACHERS. 


By Prof. Luther Allan Weigle. Prof. 
Weigle is a great teacher of teachers 
and knows. how to present the out- 
standing points helpfully and inter- 
estingly to teachers and prospective 
teachers of youth. This book supple- 
ments his book, “The Pupil and the 
Teacher,” in spirit and in content. 
Price $1.35. 


DYNAMICS OF TEACHING. 


By Henry Edward Tralle, M. A., 
Ph. D. A new sort of a book along 
this line which will stir your thought 
and change your ideas on some things 
called teaching. Every teacher should 
read this book and study it over again. 
Price $1.60. 


TEACHING THE YOUTH OF THE 
CHURCH. 


By Cynthia Pearl Maus. Here is a 
book which those who teach young peo- 
ple should not miss. Miss Maus gives 
just the help in this book that such 
teachers need tc make their work sat- 
isfactory and fruitful. Price $1.75. 


TRAINING THE DEVOTIONAL 
LIFE. 


By Prof. Luther Allan Weigle. This 
is a much neglected theme and Dr. 
Weigle treats it in such a manner as 
to be especially helpful to parents and 
Sunday-school teachers and superin- 
tendents as well as pastors. Price 75 
cents. Paper covers 25 cents. 
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CHURCH AND PARSONAGE, CAMPBELLSTOWN, OHIO 


HE church plant at Campbellstown, Ohio, has been greatly improved by 

a commodious addition to the church building for Sunday-school and 

social purposes. See page twenty-one. Rev. A. B. Thornburg, the pastor, 
and his people are doing & fine piece of work in this community. 
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About Folks and Things 


Rev. O. D. Poythress recently held a two 
weeks’ meeting with our new church at 
Cary, North Carolina, in which he was as- 
sisted by Rev. H. C. Caviness for one week. 

Rev. C. A. Duncan, who has been serving 
the church at Mooreland, Eastern Indiana 
Conference, with fine acceptance, has just 
moved to Kitchell, Indiana, to take charge 
of Hannas Creek and Boston—another fine 
pastorate of that same conference. 


Miss Pattie Coghill, field secretary of 
Christian Education in the Southern Chris- 
tian Convention, arrived in Dayton last Sat- 
urday to take up work in the Christian Edu- 
cation office here for a period of six weeks, 
during the absence of Miss Lucy M. 
Eldredge. 

Among our Communications will be found 
an interesting testimony from the pen of 
one of our oldest men, Brother William L. 
Coryell, now of Orlando, Florida. Brother 
Coryell is in his ninetieth year. He is one 
of the oldest and most regular readers of 
The Herald, and his beautiful spirit im- 
presses us deeply. 

Rev. J. A. Tracy, of Clay City, Illinois, 
wishes us to express his appreciation to the 
brethren and friends for their kindness to- 
wards him, as he has not the strength to 
write to them personally. A number have 
written enclosing checks and assuring him 
of their sustaining prayers. He has been 
confined to the house and the bed for many 
weeks and as yet, we are sorry to say, there 
are no signs of improvement. 

Rev. F. Knorr, Irvington, New Jersey, is 
anxious to secure twenty-five or fifty 
“Christian Hymns, No. 1,” as compiled by 
William P. Hall and Rev. J. W. Chapman. 
They should be in fair condition. This is a 
church yet in its infancy and only a few 
books are needed to add to those already 
possessed by the church. Anyone having 
such books for sale should address Mr. 
Knorr at 1046 South Grove Street. 


A Kingdom Enlistment Week service was 
held January 16-23 at Christian Chapel, 
Southern Ohio Conference. The pastor, 
Mrs. Athella M. Howsare, was assisted by 
her husband, Rev. McD. Howsare. Fourteen 
were received into the church and the at- 
tendance of Sunday-school has increased so 
greatly it creates the problem of more equip- 
ment for the primary department. Mrs. 
Howsare has succeeded in strengthening the 
Sunday-school and church work in many 
ways. 

Many of our readers are familiar with 
“The Layman Company.” It was founded by 
Thomas Kane, who for long years devoted 
a great deal of his personal income to print- 
ing and disseminating literature on tithing 
and stewardship. The company still fur- 
nishes such literature at ridiculously low 
prices and is doing a vast good in this way. 
A letter just received from the company 
says: “In all of our experience we have 
never witnessed as great an increasing in- 


terest in tithing as now prevails in practical- 
ly all denominations.” This is an hopeful 
omen for the future finances of the Church. 
Elsewhere in this issue will be found an 
enticing offer from this company. 

(7 








AST week Miss Lucy M. Eldredge 
left Dayton to pursue special studies 
at Dr. Athearn’s School of Religious 
She 


has been given a four months’ leave of 


Education at Boston University. 


absence for this purpose; but while she 
will do no field work, she will continue 
the other activities which she has been 


Miss Eldredge has been do- 


ing an almost 


carrying. 
incredible amount of 
work, with unconscionably long hours 
and seven days of the week most of 
the time, and she richly deserves this 
privilege—though the task at Boston 
will be no less arduous. Her work 
among the young people of our church 
has been one of the most successful 
and hopeful of all of our denomina- 
tional activities, and promises much for 
the future. Her leadership has been 
both and 


and Young People’s Congresses have 


inspirational constructive, 
been instituted to carry on the move- 
ment ina large riumber of conferences. 
The church will be glad to know that 
she is to continue the invaluable work 
which she is doing, returning in the 
summer to take up the field work again. 
Her new address, until June 1, will be 


Fox Hall, 20 Mt. Vernon St., Boston. 














Massachusetts. 
J) 








West Liberty, Miami Ohio Conference, 
has just closed a very helpful evangelistic 
series. The pastor, Rev. Robert Wearley, 
preached the first week, and during the sec- 
ond week Rev. Clark Denison. There were 
twelve accessions and the work greatly 
strengthened. On the closing Sunday there 
was the largest men’s class in the history 
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of the church. About a year ago, Brothers 
Wearley and Denison held a Kingdom En- 
listment Week there which resulted in sixty 
accessions. 

We are particularly pleased to give our 
readers the very excellent study of Abra- 
ham Lincoln’s religious life, from the pen of 
our veteran friend and scholar, Rev. B. F. 
Vaughan. Brother Vaughan has one of the 
finest and most carefully selected libraries 
in our brotherhood, and he knows and loves 
his books and uses them continually. He has 
some twenty-five or more volumes on Lin- 
coln and has long studied that great char- 
acter with intense interest. You will want 
to read his valuable article. 


The Christian Education Department is 
making plans for nine summer schools in 
various sections of the country during June, 
July, and August. These schools will be 
held at the following places: Palmer College, 
Missouri; Union Christian College, Merom, 
Indiana; Defiance College, Defiance, Ohio, 
where two schools will be conducted, one for 
pastors and one for young people; Metro- 
politan School at Lakemont, New York; 
Kirton Hall School at Oshawa, Canada; 
New England School at Craigville, Massa- 
chusetts; and two schools in the Southern 
Convention, one at Elon College and one at 
Bethlehem College. Faculties and programs 
are now in process of.construction and 
further information will be given in a few 
weeks. 

Rev. P. T. Garland has just moved to 
Carversville, Pennsylvania, to become super- 
intendent of the Carversville Orphanage in 
the place of Dr. L. F. Johnson, who has re- 
signed and will take the next few months 
for recuperating his health which has been 
very badly shattered since the serious auto 
accident in which he was a victim last fall. 
Brother Garland will turn his churches— 
Pleasant Grove, Sidling Hill, and Tonolo- 
way, of the Rays Hill and Southern Penn- 
sylvania Conference—to Rev. Henry May, 
a graduate of Elon College, who will carry 
them in connection .with his work as a 
teacher. The future plans for the orphan- 
age are not yet definitely worked out, but 
it is proposed to make it more of an eastern 
institution in its work and support. 


The first of a series of group meetings to 
be held by the missionary societies of the 
Miami Ohio Conference took place last 
Thursday at Shiloh, Dayton, Mrs. Sadie K. 
Swartsel group leader. The group was com- 
posed of the missionary societies and ladies 
from nine churches, and the attendance 
numbered sixty or more. Mrs. L. T. Proctor 
had charge of the music and Mrs. Mary 
Foreman of the devotionals; Mrs. W. P. 
Minton, the round table; Mrs. Athella M. 
Howsare, the study course; Mrs. Clark Deni- 
son, “Woman’s Part in the Mission Work of 
the Christian Church;” Mrs. J. F. Burnett, 
on “Franklinton;” and Mrs. Emma S. 
Powers, “Our Goals.” The program was of 
a high order and the spirit exceptionally 
fine. The group organized for future meet- 
ings of this kind. 





Herald ofGospel laberty 


= The Official Organ of the = Church ' 


























Aflame With Certainty 


than when they get it into their minds that the 

Christian religion is a passionless, unemotional 
thing, to be taken quietly and without sign of deep feel- 
ing. The very reverse of this is true. The Christian re- 
ligion by its very nature is an impassioned thing, vibrant 
with deep conviction and tense feeling. It was born out 
of the life-and-death passion of the greatest heart which 
the world has ever known, a passion and a certainty of 
conviction which carried him calmly and sweetly through 
self-denial and abuse even to the Cross itself. If Jesus 
had not felt the worth of his religion and the rightness 
of his cause with deep intensity, he never would have 
made such willing sacrifice. Such intensity of feeling and 
conviction is the very genius of the Christian religion, 
and no man or woman has much of that religion who does 
not feel deeply and intensely about it. From the earliest 
martyrs until now those who have been of real conse- 
quence in promoting the things of the Kingdom have 
been aflame with deep and steady passion for that which 
they believed to be right and good. 


ENCE it was a misfortune of major magnitude when, 

with the advent of modern learning and culture, sys- 
tematic effort was begun to suppress and even to root out 
the strong emotions which inherently and quite naturally 
belong to the Christian religion. In far too many in- 
stances Christian leaders and teachers failed, and still 
fail, to differentiate between the crude and oftentimes 
ridiculous emotional demonstrations of religious feeling 
and the feeling itself, and in order to curb the one they 
strangled the other. They were rightfully disgusted with 
shouting and moaning and wild gesticulating in their 
religious services—and all the more so because religious 
feeling which relieves its tensity and expends itself in 
such emotions quite frequently fails to have any marked 
effects on the moral and social standards of the individual 
or the community. Too much excitement and show of 
feeling in the worship service, whether evangelistic or 
otherwise, usually leave the religious faculties spent and 
inert and of little lasting consequence in the everyday 
affairs of life. But the disastrous mistake comes when 
Christians of culture and refinement undertake to sup- 
press such tensity of feeling, instead of directing it. 
What the Church needs and what the world needs is not 
less passionate emotion and milder convictions, but emo- 
tion and conviction applied to matters of infinitely 
greater consequence than shouting and gesticulating in a 
religious service, such as the missionary zeal and the 
social passion. And in the light of these facts one cannot 
study the cool indifference and unemotional attitude of 


ices do Christian people make graver mistake 


the average congregation today and the colorless and in- 
sipid worship services, so obviously void of feeling, with- 
out arriving at the conviction that one of the most crucial 
needs of our own times is for a tremendously deepened 
and intensified passion in Christian life and purpose. 


OW as a part of this deadly dearth of feeling—and in 
large part the cause of it—is the woeful note of 
uncertainty and lack of conviction which permeate the 
whole Christian movement of the present day. Turn 
where one will, one is amazed at the amount of uncer- 
tainty of belief which he encounters everywhere in the 
churches. To a greater degree than most of us would be 
willing to admit even to ourselves, Christianity. in far too 
great an extent has been resolved into an inoffensive and 
innocuous conventionality. It is utterly devoid of any 
intensity of conviction or passionate purpose in the lives 
of millions of people who belong to church and who with 
little or no effort, and in most part as almost second 
nature, live out a quite harmless and respectable type of 
morality. These millions never get a thrill out of their 
religion because there is no thrill in it. There is no chal- 
lenge, no adventure, no stimulating and happy sacrifice. 
And there is none of this because there is no transform- 
ing, impelling certainty of conviction. That is the key to 
this whole critical situation. Ask these people what they 
believe about Christ and what he should mean to the 
world and wants to do for the world right now, and the 
answer is confusion and embarrassment and _ indefinite 
uncertainty. Ask them what Christianity means to 
themselves, individually and personally, and in an as- 
tounding number of instances, the embarrassment and 
uncertainty are no less. During the larger part of two 
generations now Christian belief has been subjected to 
so much investigation and disputation and to so much 
derision in pseudo-scientific circles that professed Chris- 
tians themselves are all at sea about what they really do 
believe concerning the Bible or God or Jesus Christ or 
any other primary religious certitude. And where this is 
not true, where Christian believers have intense certainty 
of conviction and feeling, all too often such conviction and 
feeling concern themselves with ancient shibboleths and 
worn out theological concepts which are wholly untenable 
to modern thinking and which have nothing to do with sin 
and salvation in modern thought and life. So that the 
greatest problem before the average pastor today, the 
problem of most foundational and momentous conse- 
quence, is not how to increase the Sunday-school or to 
enlarge the financial contributions or to perfect the ma- 
chinery through which his church shall mean more to the 
community—the problems which engage more of the 
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thought and vitality of the pastors of today than all oth- 
ers. But the thing which underlies it all and which is by far the 
largest need in almost every church is for the pastor to devise ways 
to lead his people into the profound and moving certainties of belief 
and conviction which will be of revolutionary consequence to their 
own lives and to the life of the community. Church members are 
indifferent and unfaithful in their lives only because they are in- 
different and uncertain in their beliefs. Either they have no deep 
and impassioned Christian faith, else it is deep and impassioned in 
matters of little or no consequence either to religion or to life. 

Much of the preaching in recent years either has had to do 
with “problems” of one kind and another or with great sccial up- 
lifts or has consisted simply of mild platitudes about the common 
moralities. In both preaching and literature there have been many 
vague hints thrown out about the folklore and poetry and dra- 
matics and other relative values in the Bible withcut any plain or 
definite clarification of these points or how so to use this knowl- 
edge that it will enhance rather than weaken the Scriptures. As 
a consequence, multitudes of Christian people are not at all sure 
what to believe or how to use their Bibles helpfully and dynamical- 
ly. The situation calls for preaching of the mest positive and con- 
structive kind. Congregation after congregation want nothing else 
so much as to be taught what to believe, and how to believe it 
fervently as a very life’s passion for God. 

The thing above everything else which the Church and the 
world need today is that Christian people everywhere shall be 
aflame with certainty in those beliefs and loyalties which motivate 
life in all of its deepest and most meaningful purposes. Such 
motivation will never come apart from deep feeling—not the feel- 
ing that burns itself out in a halleluiah service or in an emo- 
tional theological argument, but the fervent love for Jesus Christ 
and his Kingdom which burns like a steady fire in the heart of the 
believer. 


The Freedom of the ‘Free’ Churches 


F there is one thing above any other which the brilliant editor of 
The Christian Register dotes on it is the freedom of the “free” 
churches—meaning thereby the Unitarian, and maybe by charit- 

able inclusion the Universalist. He often commiserates all of the 
rest of us poor mortals in our servitude to the overlordship of 
creeds and authorities cf one kind and another. Of course it will 
be a startling surprise to the great body of church members to 
learn that they are in bondage, and that they do not dare to be- 
lieve anything they like on any subject. 

And it will be an even more startling surprise to pastors, each 
of whom has about fifty-seven conflicting and even antithical varie- 
ties of theological belief in his own congregation with which to 
deal, to learn that he is mistaken about there being any freedom of 
thought in any but free churches. 

We are wondering just what folks are like up in Boston that 
any editor could ever have gotten the impression that anybody 


What Is Back of the Hearst-Brisbane Imperialism? 

One of the most forceful and shrewdest propagandists in 
America today is Arthur Brisbane, who is not only the chief editor 
of the Hearst newspapers but who also writes a daily column which 
is widely syndicated in other papers. He knows exactly how to 
inject suspicion of foreign nations without seeming to do so and 
how to cast insidious reflections upon prohibition or any other 
movement in such a sly way that the average reader will fall for 
it. Most unfortunately this skillful subtlety has long been used in 
behalf of a greater navy, for a vast fighting aircraft, and to stir 
up distrust and antipathy towards England and Japan and other 
nations. 

Recently Mr. Brisbane has been turning his attention particu- 
larly to Mexico and Nicaragua. It will help his readers to under- 
stand what lies back of all this if only they will remember that 
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can tell anybody else what he must believe, and get away with it. 
The only way it can be done without having a controversy, and 
perhaps a split church on his hands, is to gather those of mcre or 
less similar opinion into segregated groups; or else to teach them, 
as we of the Christian denomination always have been trying to 
teach them and as vast numbers of preachers in nearly all churches 
are now trying to teach them, that Christian spirit and Christian 
worthiness are the tests of fellowship, and nct intellectual opinions. 

Sometime ago we suggested that if the editor of The Christian 
Register wanted to be disillusioned about the amount of freedom 
that he really does have, he might try writing a few editorials de- 
fending Trinitarianism or the hell of the old orthodox type. We 
guarantee that he would get a reaction from the Unitarian 
churches which would set him wondering what had become of his 
much-boasted freedom! But now it seems from an editorial in his 
issue of December 23 that we have not understocd this freedom 
of the free churches at all. It seems as though the Unitarian 
churches have just as much “freedom” as their preachers. He says 
“settling a minister has to do not only with abstract freedom, but 
with the very practical freedom of any congregation to choose the 
kind of minister it desires.” So if a Unitarian preacher preaches 
what any particular Unitarian church dces not want to hear, it 
simply fires him! In Unitarian churches that is freedom! In all 
of our other denominations, it is “bondage” and “intolerance” and 
“persecution,” as the Register has persistently reminded us. 

But the freedom of “free” churches is more mystifying than 
that yet. If a man wants to join a Presbyterian or a Methodist 
Church and is denied admittance, it arouses the wrath cf the 
editor of the Register against such high-handed intolerance. But 
when it comes to the Unitarians, it is different; for he says that if 
a man— 
commended himself as a person worthy of fellowship, a church 
would vote him in; but here, we say again, freedom means the right 
to refuse as well as to accept him. Whether he were received or 
not, the main thing is, we could not, in fidelity to freedom, the 
foundation of our religion, deny him the right to think what he 
pleased. We might disagree with him, but we would never brand 
him a heretic. 

Oh, that’s it! A Unitarian church can refuse to admit him, 
the same as a Methodist or a Presbyterian or any other church, 
because it does not want him. It is the church’s freedom—not the 
man’s! Are the churches of other denominaticns to be denied the 
same freedom? But a Unitarian church dare not “deny him the 
right to think what he pleased!” Neither does any church deny 
him the right to think as he pleases—it simply tells him to do his 
thinking soma place else, the same as the Unitarian churches do. 

The glicrious freedom of the free churches about which the 
editor of the Register is always boasting, then, is by his own admis- 
sion the freedom of the churches to fire any preacher who preaches 


what they do not want to hear and to refuse membership to anyone 


they do not want to receive. 
As he explains it, it sure sounds quite orthodox and old-fash- 
ioned! 





Mr. Brisbane works for William Randolph Hearst, and that Mr. 
Hearst himself has been saying emphatic things against Mexico 
and Nicaragua and encouraging President Coolidge to treat those 
nations with “firmness.” He declares that “we have been weak 
and vacillating too long in the foreign policy of our Government,” 
and he would have us become stern and severe. Echoing this 
sentiment of his employer, Mr. Brisbane the other day wrote the 
dollar mark all over their type of diplomacy in words as follows: 

The London Times thinks we are modifying the Monroe Doc- 
trine, claiming special rights of intervention, etc. Quite correct, 
we are. . . . Dollars without cannon behind them are feeble things, 
like flabby jellyfish. It is the cannon that transforms flabby dollars 
into vertebrate dollars. 

Pursuing our investigation of what is really behind the Hearst- 
Brisbane policy a little farther, we find that William Randolph 
Hearst is the owner of vast estates in Mexico—his smallest one, 
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which lies in the State of Chihuahua, being placed at 960,000 acres, 
or about a half larger than the State of Rhode Island. This, it is 
claimed, is his smallest in Mexico. And Mr. Hearst is only one of 
many foreign owners of vast estates in Mexico. Is it any wonder 
that that nation is forcing the relinquishment of these great estates 
in order that the Mexican people themselves, the vast preponder- 
ance of whom own no land at all, may have a chance to secure a 
little farm of their own? 

William Randolph Hearst owns almost unthinkably large tracts 
of land in Mexico. Is it necessary to look any farther to find what 
is behind the Hearst-Brisbane ardor for firmness and severity in 
our dealing with Mexico and Nicaragua? 


Christian Ministers Speak on Christian Unity 

Just now when we are in our Christian Unity period, it was 
particularly timely that the pastors from the Christian Church 
who were in attendance at the great Ohio State Pastors’ Ccnfer- 
ence at Columbus last week, in their group meeting, should have 
discussed the question of co-operation and unity among the fol- 
lowers of Jesus Christ. The State Pastors’ Conference itself is 
one of the most unique and forceful efforts at promoting the spirit 
of unity of which we know. In fact it is, we believe, the only 
place in the whole wide world in which the pastors of all denomi- 
nations over a wide area are brought together to talk over the 
things of the Kingdom—a highly significant thing in a twofold 
aspect, first that the pastors of all denominations are thus brought 
together, and second that there is only this one place where they 
are. The gathering this year at Columbus was unprecedentedly 
strong—in numbers, in program, and particularly in spirit. Near- 
ly a thousand ministers from every part of the State and from 
nearly all denominations fcr three days together faced the great 
tasks of the Church and the almost insuperable difficulties which 
denominational division places in the way of their accomplishment. 
Twenty-two of our own men were in attendance and almost this 
many remained over for the denominational group gathering. After 
a discussion of unity and other questions, the following was unani- 
mously adopted as the findings and appeal of this group as touch- 
ing Christian unity: 

That we affirm at this time our historic pcsition in the promo- 
tion of Christian unity, and that we find ourselves in complete ac- 
cord with the statement of the president of the Federal Council in 
this conference when he expressed the conviction that Christian 
unity does not contemplate Christian uniformity, but rather a 
unity of spirit and a working fellowship among Christians who hold 
diverse doctrinal views. 

That we believe that the Church in Ohio should capitalize the 
vision and the enthusiasm and the Christian fellowship of this 
conference and carry it on through its delegates to our lccal fields, 
striving to reproduce that vision and fellowship in every possible 
community of our State; and to such a program we herewith pledge 
ourselves. ‘ 

That in our enthusiasm we must frankly face the unhappy 
divisions in the Church which have grown up through the centuries, 
and also the fact that these divisions will not give way in a day, 
to any present proposal of a united Church in terms of fixed organi- 
zation or of unified creedal statement. Indeed, desirable as such 
union may seem, we feel that a greater need than a visible or or- 
ganized church union is the spirit and working purpose of a real 
Christian unity motivated by a desire to render the greater Chris- 
tian service to every community and tc a world in need. 


Christian Unity Begins at Home 


Christian unity, like charity, begins at home. That denomi- 
nation has little cr no message of Christian unity for the world 
which cannot live at peace and harmony among its own members. 
That local church and pastor have nothing to contribute to the 
union of denominations who cannot live winsomely and helpfully 
with the other churches and pastors cf their own community. Our 
ministers at Columbus, quoted above, stressed this vital point as 
follows: 

That while we unreservedly commend and whole-heartedly en- 
list in such great forward movements of the Church as the Federal 
Council and State Council of Churches, yet we repeat our emphasis 
on the supreme need of a working Christian fellowship in local 


fields; and to this end we urge our pastors and churches of cur 
denomination, in the State of Ohio and everywhere, to seek to 


cultivate the most cordial Christian relations with the churches of 
other denominations in their respective fields, seeking first the pro- 
motion of the Kingdom in the community, rather than the primary 
purpose of building up a denomination. That in the practical 
working out of this plan, we seek points of contact and zones of 
working fellowship where we can join with sister churches in our 
fields in promoting the Kingdom of God in our whole community. 
We feel that such a working Christian fellowship is the most vital 
single objective looking toward Christian unity in the Church to- 
day, and that all world, and national, and State councils and con- 
ferences will fail unless we function in the local fields. 

For the sake of clarity may we add that this does not ccntem- 
plate or refer in any way to present organic union, locally or na- 
tionally; rather is it the idea of co-operation in common tasks in 
local fields and has the same relation to Christian unicn that 
courtship has to marriage—which we acknowledge is a consum- 
mation devoutly to be desired. 


The Herald wants earnestly to commend to our own pastors 
the local aspect of this whole union questicn which is emphasized 
here. It is a lamentable fact that in far too many communities 
there is more or less of a strained relationship between the churches. 
In numerous cases this strained feeling exists between the pastors 
even more than it does between the churches, and in not a few in- 
stances is brought about by the wrong spirit of the pastcrs toward 
each other and toward their sister churches. And now and then 
we have been humiliated beyond words to find the pastor of the 
Christian Church the worst offender. In most part, our ministry 
has been exceedingly free from this sort of thing, and our denomi- 
naticn has built up a quite enviable reputation in most places for 
the breadth of sweet fellowship its pastors show toward the other 
pastors and churches of the community. Wherever this is not 
done, our minister is breaking faith with the brotherhood and the 
high and fine traditions of the sweet spirit of unity and good fel- 
lowship which cught to be exhibited in our church above all other 
denominations. 

We are glad that our pastors at the Columbus meeting stressed 
the prime importance of such Christian courtesy and decency and 
the crucial place which this local unity and good fellowship hold 
to the entire project of Christian union. 
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It comes as a rather startling statement that of the 8,000 
Northern Baptist churches, 4,000 have less than one hundred mem- 
bers each; and of these 4,000, more than 2,000 have less than fifty 
members each. These facts carry their meed of encouragement to 
our own forces. We grow so accustomed to thinking of large de- 
nominations in the terms cf great and wealthy city churches, that 
we are prone to forget their thousands of struggling community and 
village points which can scarce keep alive. The writer has made 
some study of the matter, and is thoroughly convinced that, meas- 
ured church by church, the churches of the Christian denomination 
compare favorably in type of werk done and in benevolences with 
churches of the same class in the large and wealthy denominations. 
Another surprising fact is that recently men forty, fifty, sixty, and 
even seventy years old, have been ordained by that communion. 
The small denominations are not the only ones which have diffi- 
culties in elevating their standards for ministerial ordination. To 
envision those 4,000 small churches and those pastors is to realize 
why there is need for just such a Bible school as is proposed at 
Merom. 

Ea 


According to recent advices, the Soviet government is to use its 
printing presses for the publication of an edition of the Russian 
Bible for the Russian Church. Thus the government is helping to 
solve the difficult problem of providing the Russian people with 
Bibles. The plates from which former editions had been printed 
were destroyed during the war, and the importation of Bibles has 
been almost prohibited through an exorbitant tariff on them. But 
a permit was granted for the publication of an edition of 25,000 
for the Russian evangelical groups, the American Bible Society 
provided the funds to cover the cost of making new plates, and the 
edition is just off the press. And now an edition for the use of 
the Russian Churches is to be printed, the American Bible Society 
helping to finance it also. 





The Christ of the Crimson Road 


STANLEY JONES has recently 
E written a book, “The Christ of the 
* Indian Road.” It is filled with passion 
and throbs with power. It presents Christ as 
the Christ of India; encountering the people 
of India along the highway of life, meeting 
their needs, relieving their burdens, freeing 
their spirits, saving their souls, bringing 
to them light in their darkness and hope in 
their despair. What the Christ is seeking 
to do for India, he has sought to do for 
America and for the world, and he has done 
it at infinite cost. 

Therefore, I speak to you about The 
Christ, The Christ of God, The Christ of 
Service, The Christ of Sacrifice; yea, The 
Christ of the Crimson Road. 

There are several passages of Scripture 
that I would like to have you keep in mind 
as I speak, passages like these: 


Have this mind in you, which was also in 
Christ Jesus: who, existing in the form of 
God, counted not the being on an equality 
with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied 
himself, taking the form of a servant... . 
he humbled himself, becoming obedient even 
unto death, yea, the death of the cross 
(Phil. 2:5-8). 

Surely he hath borne our griefs, and 
carried away our sorrows; yet we esteem 
him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. 


He was wounded for our transgressions, he 
was bruised for our iniquities; the chastise- 
ment of our peace was upon him; and by 
his stripes we are healed. . . He hath laid 
on him the iniquity of us all (Isa. 53:4-6). 

This is my body which is broken for 


you. . . This is my blood which is shed for 
you (Luke 22:19, 20). 

If any man would come after me, let him 
deny himself, and take up his cross, and 
follow me (Mark 8:34). 


Leading out from the city of Rome, in a 
southerly direction is a famous road, built 
more than two thousand years ago. It is 
built of great stones, and smoothed down 
to a beautiful surface. For two hundred 
miles and more, this road stretches out 
across the Albano Mountains, and on out 
across the Pontine marshes. A permanent 
road to an abiding city. Hundreds and 
thousands of people have passed this way 
every year of its existence. 


But across from Rome, on the Asiatic side 
of the Mediterranean is another road, 
hallowed by sacrifice and sacred to history. 
The hills have not been graded, the surface 
has not been smoothed save by the tramp, 
tramp, tramp of the multitudes. It leads 
outside the city gates in a winding way 
upward toward the top of a hill where the 
price of crime has been paid with the blood 
of criminals. 

Along this roadway, one day traveled the 
Man of Galilee, the Son of Man, the Christ 
of God. Upon his back, already bleeding 
from many cruel lashes, rested the heavy 

NoTr: This sermon was delivered to a large audi- 
ence Sunday evening, October 24, 1926, in the audi- 


torium of the University of Illinois, as a part of the 
program of the Urbana Convention. 


BY REV. L. E. SMITH, D. D. 


timbers of his own cross. The crowds stood, 
sneering and jeering. Faint and stagger- 
ing though he was, he trudged on until 
finally he was at the end of the road. Here 
they set up his cross. It stands there to- 
day, and the eyes of the world are turned 
toward it. His was the road of sacrifice. It 
is the road made crimson with his own 
blood. 

And out from Calvary there is today an- 
other road. A road that stretches on out 
across the mighty deep, toward the land 
that was strange to the people of his day, 
the day in which he lived in his flesh. This 
road has reached America. It goes through 
the very heart of our civilization. It is the 
road of the saints, it is the road made crim- 
son by their sacrifices, and no man can 
travel this road who has not within him the 
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LINCOLN 
ABRAHAM LINCOLN, what's in your eyes, 


Hollow and sunken, and deep as the skies? 
“The figure of Sorrow, silent and lone, 
Listening for God in the heart of a moan.” 


Abraham Lincoln, whose was the art 
That touched you with humor, though broken 
of heart? 
“Infinite Tenderness, furrowed of face, 
Saw humanity's tears to laughter give 
place.” 


Abraham Lincoln, what is your thought 
Of the woes of a world that Injustice has 
wrought? 
“Though the blood of the prophets of 
Freedom be spilled, 
The thunders of Sinai cannot be stilled.” 


Abraham Lincoln, why are you sad 
When all of Love’s world would be smiling 
and glad? 
“The Ages are pallid with deeds of the 
Wrong, 
And Brotherhood cries, and the night is 
so long.” 


Abraham Lincoln, how came your power 
Of setting Fate’s clock to the stroke of 
Time’s hour? 
“In the quiet of prayer, was the world 
set apart, 
The better to hear the tick 
heart.” 


of God's 


Abraham Lincoln, immortal of fame, 
Will Righteousness rule in Democracy’s 
name? 
“When the Nations strike hands, and in 
love are made one, 
The shackles will fall, and my work will 
be done.” 


—Edwin Liebfreed. 


spirit of sacrifice, which is the spirit of the 
Christ. 

In the first place, then, I would remind 
you, That the fact of sacrifice is the basic 
principle of all religions. 

When the soul travels, its only road is 
sacrifice. If it travels downward, it leaves 
God behind. If it travels upward, it leaves 
the world behind. 


Close your eyes and see, if you can, the 
devotees of heathen religions, bowing con. 
stantly at the graves of ancestors, leaving 
their priceless possessions at their shrine 
of worship, mutilating their very bodies in 
vain endeavors to appease their gods. See, 
if you can, the caste-ridden millions of 
India, out of their poverty and hunger 
bringing their offerings, red with sacrifice, 
if purchance they may find a god that will 
strike asunder the chains and ‘fetters that 
bind them. See that mother, driven on bya 
sense of her shame, a consciousness of her 
restlessness and a fancied anger of her god. 
She stands on the banks of the sacred 
Ganges with her babe clinging to her breast, 
She tears her babe from her breast and 
tosses it to the merciless stream, hoping 
thereby to find peace and rest and assur- 
ance. 

The Christian religion is not a religion 
of fanaticism and of blind superstition, and 
the Christian’s God is not a god of wood, 
of stone, of stream, a god who cannot hear; 
but a God who is touched by the feeling of 
our infirmities, and who is moved to action f 
by the appeal of our souls. 

But the Christian religion is not an easy- 
going religion, a religion that brings every- 
thing to you and takes nothing from you; 
it is a religion of sacrifice. Its highway f 
through the centuries is stained with the 
blood of saints and bleached with the bones 
of the dead. The blood of the martyrs has 
ever been the seed of the Church. It is the 
cross of Christ that saves. It is the blood 
of the Redeemer that cleanses. 

In the second place, then, we should re- 
mind ourselves, That all great religious f 
movements have had their beginnings in\ 
sacrifice. 

Protestantism was born out of sacrifice | 
and went forward on the souls of its)j 
martyrs. John Huss, from whose hands had 
been snatched the high privilege of the ref 
ligious rights by the authority of the} 
Church, exclaimed, “My trust is in the Lord i 
God Almighty, my hope is in his mercy, for} 
whose name sake I patiently suffer this 
blasphemy.” Later he wrote from his 
prison cell, “I am no dreamer, but I venture | 
this for certain that the image of Christ 
shall never be effaced. Popes and bishops} 
have wished to destroy it, but it shall bej 
painted in all hearts by much better painters | 
than myself. The nations that love Christ 
shall rejoice at this, and I, awaking from 
the dead, and rising as it were out of my 
grave, shall see it with great and exceeding 
joy.” And still later, tied to the stake, with 
the faggots piled about him and as the 
flames leaped to take his life, he exclaimed, 
“Into thy hand I commend my spirit.” The 
burning body of John Huss lighted a torch 
that has sent its flickering rays down 
through the centuries even to this good day. 

Think you that the great denomination: 
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of today came into being without sacrifice, 
and without cost? If John Wesley and 
George Whitefield, John Calvin and John 
Knox, Roger Williams, Alexander Campbell, 
and James O’Kelly could arise and speak 
to this great audience, they could tell you 
of the hardship and the heartaches, of the 
cost and the sacrifice that went into the 
foundation of our great churches. And the 
significant thing off it is, they would tell it 
with joy and gladness. 

And the Church has expanded itself at 
great cost and great sacrifice. Whenever it 
has gone into heathen lands, it has gone the 
way of sacrifice. Its road, too, has been 
made crimson with the blood of the saints. 

When the boxers arose in China to banish 
Christianity from the Empire, they took a 
number of Christians whom they had cap- 
tured, led them out from their cells, drew a 
circle in the sand and in the circle a crude 
cross and called on their prisoners to 
trample it under their feet; offering free- 
dom to those who would, and death and 
destruction to those who would not. Some 
who were not sufficiently rooted and 
grounded in the faith yielded, but thousands 
of men, women, and children could not bring 
themselves to put a contemptuous foot upon 
the crudest symbol of the holy passion of 
their redeemer, and they died unflinchingly. 

These be the sources, the rooting ground, 
of your religion and mine, of your church 
and mine. Christianity is a religion of 
sacrifice. 

May I inquire next, Has Christianity, as 
such, a place in this easy-going, pleasure 
loving age? 

When it calls for service, will the men of 
today hear? When it calls for sacrifice, 
will we heed? 

Think of how we as a people live today. 
For the first six months of the year we have 
spent $84,939,373 in gasoline tax alone, mak- 
ing approximately $170,000,000 annually; 
and this does not include New York, New 
Jersey, Massachusetts, and Illinois. These 
States have no gasoline tax. If they were 
taxed as the other States, it would run to 
more than $100,000,000. We spend daily 
approximately $2,000,000, or over $746,000,- 
000 per year for moving pictures. We have 
recently spent more than $2,000,000 for a 
single boxing bout, more than $1,000,000 for 
the world series. 

We toss our money without apparent con- 
cern into the coffers of the world’s pleasure, 
and leave our colleges bankrupt and our 
churches with depleted treasuries. 

But, as you say, these are not our best 
church folks. All right, granted, let us see 
how the best of us live. We are too busy 
to give our hearts to God, or our time to our 
church. I personally wrote eighteen of our 
so-called leading laymen, men who had been 
elected by their church to represent their 
church in this great Convention, urging 
them to attend. Those who answered, an- 
Swered after this fashion: “I have been 
away from my business all summer, I can- 
not spare the time, my desk is piled up, it 
must be cleaned off.” 


Is it possible that we have reached the 
place in this age that we haven’t time for 
the things of God, for the things of the 
Church? That we are too busy with the 
stuff of the world to take any time for the 
stuff of the soul? 

Then we take the money that we earn 
and build for ourselves beautiful homes with 
every convenience. We buy for ourselves 
expensive cars with every equipment. We 
go from one end of the land to the other, 
and put up at the best hotels. We deny our- 
selves nothing, while the Christ who stepped 
out of riches into poverty, out of ease into 
pain, the Christ of Calvary, is calling for 
us to bring our money that his church may 


The Religious Life 


BY REV. B. 


HE real foundation character and 
T genuine principles of Lincoln’s re- 

ligious life cannot be doubted by any 
careful student of the inner life of such a 
genuine and sincere man. He has been called 
skeptical by some who have failed to under- 
stand or appreciate such a noble and devout 
man as Abraham Lincoln. He may have 
doubted or disbelieved some of the things 
commcnly believed about God and the Bible, 
yet he had a profound reverence for the 
Bible, and an unshaken faith in God as the 
divine Father, and in Jesus as the Friend 
and Savior of men. 

An old, well-thumbed copy of the Bible is 
carefully kept in the Lincoln Museum in 
” >) 

LINCOLN’S STEWARDSHIP 
HAT was the secret of Lincoln's 


power? He revealed it once in a 
letter to a personal friend: 








“I hold myself as an instrument of 
providence. I have my own views and 
purposes. I have my convictions of 
duty and my notion of what is right. 
But I am conscious at every moment 
that all that I am, all that I have, is 
subject to the control of a_ higher 
power.” 




















Washington. On the inside of the cover 
may be found these words written by him- 
self: “A. Lincoln, his own book.” Through- 
out his life he was a devout reader of the 
Bible. In early manhood he wrote his half 
brother about his father’s serious sickness, 
using the following quotation, “He notes the 
falling of the sparrow, and numbers the 
hairs of our heads.” 

While this noblest type of our American 
manhood arose from extreme poverty and 
obscurity, as a son of the virgin soil of old 
Kentucky, yet the luster of his immortal 
fame will never fade or grow dim, but shine 
in undiminished splendor in the hearts and 
memories of all true Americans. 

The most outstanding characteristic of 
Lincoln’s life was his honest conviction, his 
unquestioned sincerity. This won for him 
the familiar name of “Honest Abe.” There 
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live and that his gospel may go to the ends 
of the earth. But I want to tell you, my 
friends, it cannot live without us, it cannot 
live without sacrifice. But will we give 
ourselves, are we willing to sacrifice? Would 
anyone today be so bold as to judge that the 
Church is willing to follow her Lord, to 
pay the price of redemption, to tread the 
path made crimson by the blood of the 
Christ? 

Can the giving of one-seventh of our time 
and one-tenth of our money be counted a 
sacrifice? Will the Church even approximate 
these high standards of Christian excel- 
lency in her living? 

(Continued on page fifteen) 


of Abraham Lincoln 


F. VAUGHAN 


was no sham or pretense, insincerity or de- 
ceit in his nature. Hence his religious con- 
victions were real, genuine, and pure. In 
all things he loved and admired that sim- 
plicity and uprightness which made his own 
life so noble in purpose and so admirable in 
example. 


Throughout his early life and in his 
speeches, as well as in the days of deepest 
trial during the Civil War period, he daily 
read the Scriptures, and earnestly sought 
the help of divine guidance. About a year 
before the tragic end of his career he wrote 
to his friend, Joshua Speed: “I am profit- 
ably engaged in reading the Bible. Take all 
of this Book upon reason that you can, and 
the balance on faith, and you will live and 
die a better man.” 


In “The Lincoln Year Book,” compiled by 
Wallace Rice, I find upon almost every page 
some saying of his which reveals the deep, 
inner conviction of the heart of this most 
noble and patriotic American, this sincere 
and devout Christian man. Let us quote a 
few passages: “All I am in the world, I 
owe to the opinion of me which the people 
express when they call me, ‘Honest Old 
Abe.’” This saying enables us to recall that 
even more significant one which he spoke to 
a friend, saying, “All that I am, or ever 
hope to be, I owe to my sainted mother.” He 
always held her memory in the deepest 
reverence and affection. And well might he 
thus hold her in reverence, for one of his 
biographers has thus described her: “Nancy 
Hanks was gentle and refined, beautiful in 
youth, with dark hair, regular features, and 
soft-sparkling hazel eyes. Unusually in- 
telligent, and read all the books she could 
obtain. She was a woman of deep religious 
feeling, of the most exemplary character, 
and most tenderly and affectionately de- 
voted to her family. Her home indicated a 
love of beauty exceptional in the wild settle- 
ment in which she lived, and judging from 
her early death, she was perhaps less hardy 
than those among whom she lived.” She had 
what was better, however, than a robust 
body, viz., a strong, self-reliant spirit, a 
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spirit which animated her noble son and 
gave him that tender and reverent heart, 
so filled with compassion and love for the 
common people, of forgiveness and mercy 
for the suffering ones, and so touched with 
that tenderness which called forth his most 
gracious and liberty loving interest in his 
fellow-man. 

To quote again from the “Year Book,” he 
desires to be taken into the hearts of the 
people when he says: 

“TI want Christians to pray for me. I need 
their prayers.” 

“T shall do nothing in malice.” 

“T trust I shall be willing to do my duty, 
though it costs my life.” 

“If I can learn God’s will, I will do it.” 

“Tell the whole truth.” 

“With firmness in the right, as God gives 
me to see the right.” 

“Learn the laws and obey them.” 

“T want in all cases to do the right.” 

“T have nothing but what I am willing to 
live by, and if it be the pleasure of Al- 
mighty God, to die by.” 

“When the time comes, I shall take the 
ground I think is right.” 

“Nothing shall be wanting on my part, if 
sustained by the American people and God.” 

“The Lord has not deserted me thus far, 
and he is not going to now.” 

“I remember my mother’s prayers, and 
they have always followed me. They have 
clung to me all my life.” 

“It has always been a sentiment with me 
that all mankind should be free.” 

“T am nothing, but truth is everything.” 

“If I must go down, let me go down linked 
to truth.” 

“T hope I am a Christian.” 

“Let there be peace.” 

LINCOLN’S BELIEF IN PRAYER 

No public man ever emphasized more 
clearly his faith in God, both in his public 
addresses and his private letters. When he 
bid farewell to his fellow-townsmen at 
Springfield, Illinois, to go to Washington to 
take up his duties as President of the United 
States, he spoke very feelingly to them, say- 
ing: “I go to assume a task more difficult 
than that which has devolved upon any man 
since the days of Washington. He never 
would have succeeded except for the aid of 
divine Providence, upon which he at all 
times relied. I feel I cannot succeed without 
the same divine blessing, and upon the same 
Almighty Being I place my reliance for sup- 
port. And I hope you, my friends, will all 
pray that I may receive the divine assist- 
ance, without which I cannot succeed, but 
with which success in certain.” 

In a conversation with General Sickles 
and General Rusling, he expressed his faith 
in prayer when he informed them that dur- 
ing the Gettysburg campaign he had gone to 
the Almighty in secret prayer, with the 
promise to stand by the Lord as he com- 
mitted the welfare of his country to him in 
that critical hour. He said a sweet comfort 
had crept into his soul that God had taken 
the whole matter in hand and that a 
glorious victory would come at Gettysburg. 
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His second inaugural contains some of the 
most remarkable passages to be found in 
any public document, and these will ever 
stand as immortal testimony to this great 
man’s religion and his faith in God and his 
Word. Hear him as he says, speaking of 
the North and the South: “Both read the 
same Bible and pray to the same God, and 
each involves his aid against the other. The 
prayers of both could not be answered. That 
of neither has been answered fully. The 
Almighty has his own purposes. ‘Woe unto 
the world because of offenses, for it must 
needs be that offenses come, but woe to the 
man by whom the offense cometh.’ If we 
shall suppose that American slavery is one 
of these offenses, which in the providence 
of God must needs come, but which, having 
continued through his appointed time, he 
now wills to remove, and that to both North 
and South this terrible war has come as the 
woe due upon those by whom the offense 
came, shall we discern therein any de- 
parture from those divine attributes which 
the believers in a living God always ascribe 
to him? Fondly do we hope, fervently do 
we pray, that this mighty scourge of war 
may soon pass away. Yet if God wills that 
it shall continue until all the wealth piled 
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up by the bondman’s two hundred and fifty 
years of unrequited toil shall be sunk, and 
until every drop of blood drawn with the 
lash, shall be paid with another drawn with 
the sword, as was said three thousand years 
ago, so it still must be said, ‘The judgments 
of the Lord are true and righteous alto- 
gether.’ ” 

Speaking of this second inaugural ad- 
dress, one of our strong writers has said, 
“Since the days of Christ’s Sermon on the 
Mount, where is the speech of emperor, 
king, or ruler which can compare with this? 
May we not, without irreverence, say that 
the passages of this address are worthy of 
that holy Book, which daily he read, and 
from which during his long days of trial, he 
had drawn inspiration and guidance? Where 
else but from the teachings of the Son of 
God could he have drawn the Christian 
charity which pervades the last sentence, 
which describes his own moral nature, ‘With 
malice toward none, with charity for all, 
with firmness in the right as God gives us 
to see the right?’?” This paper, in its 
solemn recognition of the justice of Al- 
mighty God, reminds us of the words of the 
old Hebrew prophets. 

Centerville, Ohio. 


The Evangelism of God 


BY REV. JESSE M. KAUFFMAN 


HY was it that God wanted people 
W to be converted to Christianity? 

Was it that they may shun and es- 
cape the awful doom of an eternity without 
God? Was it that they may have an easy 
passport into the beauties and glories cf 
God’s Kingdom on high? 

It may be that both these should be an in- 
centive for a changed life from sin to a 
life of righteousness. But to dwell as much 
on these as it so often done does not bring 
cne face to face with the duties and priv- 
ileges as they confront us now. When I 
read “God so loved the world,” and then 
when I hear people talking so much about 
getting ready for heaven and very little 
about loving the things and the folks that 
God loved, I am inclined to believe that they 
are missing the mark. I think we shall not 
enjoy heaven very much if we have not 
loved, and lived for the things that God 
loved and gave his Son for. 

It was for the sake of the world that he 
came. He lived for it and his death was the 
more precious and the more saving like be- 
cause he did live for it a perfect, pure, holy, 
clean life. He loved it unto the end, and 
every step of the way of his life manifested 
that love and when the end of his life came, 
he died loving it. Now just hew people can 
circle their love high over what he loved and 
what he lived for, and center their love on 
heaven, I am not quite able to understand. 
The thing that started God out on his tour 
of evangelism was the need of this world. It 
was the perishing and wasting lives that 





existed here. I think that one of the most 
awful thoughts that can come to any mind 
is that of a wasted life. Who can estimate 
the value of life? Who can estimate the 
value of one life? When a life is wasted and 
when it has perished heaven is that much 
poorer, but the earth is that much more 
corrupt. Yes, a wasted life pouring all its 
vileness and sluggishness into human so- 
ciety. 

I am sure that you will not accuse me 
of being sacrilegious or taking away from 
Jesus Christ any of the hcnor due him when 
I ask this question: Why did Jesus Christ 
embrace Christianity? Was it not that he 
might present a life of usefulness to every 
man? I “came that they might have life.” 
But that did not satisfy him. He went on 
to the more “abundant life.” This is for 
every man, He came to put in this life a 
way of living. That is what made him go to 
the Cross. He said, “No man taketh my 
life; I lay it down.” When every man gets 
in his soul the spirit of evangelism that was 
in God’s heart there will be no question as 
to the man’s willingness to live a just and 
absolutely righteous life. He will not think 
so much about keeping out of hell and going 
to heaven as he will think about bearing the 
cross, living the life, and being faithful up 
to the point of death, for the sake of the 
boy and girl, and the ycung man and young 
woman. 

If a man cannot carry a child on his heart, 
I doubt if he can carry Jesus Christ in his 
(Continued on page sixteen) 
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At Prayer Time 


I am with you always.—Matt. 28: 20. 
6 


Much is said in the language of religion of 
the higher fellowships—the comradeships 
with personalities who live in what we often 
call the spiritual world. In most of the re- 
ligions of the world, if not all in some 
degree, these experiences have a high place 
in the lore and in the expectancy of faith. 
Ancestor worship, rites paid to deceased 
kinsmen, even link up the mind of the de- 
votee to some relationship with the departed. 
How real this is, is not our thought of em- 
phasis here. We merely seek to point out 
that in most of the systems cf faith there is 
some type or types of recognition of spirit- 
ual companionships. 

It would be difficult to point out the ways 
in which this idea has been a part of our 
Christian history. There have been so many 
kinds of venture, so many attempts at mys- 
tic experiment and analysis, sc many “cult- 
istic” programs, guesses, dictums, etc., that 
we could not go far without becoming so 
confused that we would lose much of inter- 
est in reaching a personal conclusion on the 
problem. The fair-minded inquirer must 
admit that there is no existing authority by 
which we are to determine the worth cf any 
of the hundreds of different claims that have 
been made of these unseen experiences. 

One cannot be too sure of some of the re- 
ported experiences in some of the New Test- 
ament narratives as they may be related to 
this matter. Some of our finest Christian 
scholars go slowly in fully accepting 
the fact of the opening of the tombs and the 
walking of the saints in Jerusalem on the 
day of the Crucifixion. The Gospels are so 
widely variant on some of these details, and 
there is such a chance for tradition to have 
developed in the thirty-five to sixty years 
between the death cf Jesus and the writing 
of the Gospels, that one may well go slow 
in his acceptances at times. 

Yet in the light of all this stands such a 
body of experience, and such an active in- 
terest and quest on the part of devotionally- 
minded humanity, that we are faced to this 
one great issue of religion. It will not 
down; in fact, we would feel a serious loss 


if it would. 
Ga 


“Now take my homage, let me hear 
Beneath my clothing, flesh, and bone, 
Deep under mind and sense, O Lord, 
Thy voice make answer to my own.” 


oO 


You read this page because you believe 
in fellowship with the divine. Otherwise the 
suggestion of prayer would have no interest. 
Believing as you do, you find yourself hun- 
gry at times for something that will quicken 
within you the faith and the feeling that 
relate you to the fact of Christ and God. 
You ponder some of your serious problems 
in those deep ways that give you satisfac- 





tion of spirit and you are aware, sc often, 
that just as there are greater issues than 
you are able to cope with, so there are 
greater resources than your own upon which 
you can rely. 

Were this not so much of our conviction 
there would be no reliance cn anything else 
than what we could find within ourselves or 
that we could see about us. The whole as- 
pect of prayer would come very near being 
a mere form of talking to ourselves—a 
speaking into a void. How lost we would be 
if we arrived at the belief that there is no 
listening ear, no caring heart, no seeing eye, 
no knowing mind, no judicial and directive 
spirit in the universe to which we have ac- 
cess! 

We need to stop and measure the value 
of these things to life. It may help toward 
our steadiness of spirit. 

It is the widespread, the deep-seated, and 
the strength-giving aspects of this faith in- 
terest that grips us. Once we see that. 
some of the confusions give way. 

Did it ever bother you that fellowship 
with Jesus has been put into so many dif- 








7 


One day I saw within a brother’s heart, 

And learned how valiantly he did his 
part, 

His soul was writhing with the pain of 
things, 

But he met the world with pride of 


kings, 

Disarming it with smiles—his strong 
ally 

A conquering 
passed by. 

Since then I watch the crowds upon 
the street, 

And softly walk the earth with rev- 
erent feet. 

—Gertrude B. Gunderson. 


mien—whenever it 
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ferent articles of faith and into such a va- 
variety of phrases? If so, remeasure the 
native quest of our human spirit again; get 
another sizing of the meaning of an eternal 
fellowship ot a human life; try putting such 
a faith or such an experience into human 
language, and some explanation may comeo 
abcut the “varieties.” 


o 


“I am with you always” is after all not 
a dark saying; it is no mere promise; it is 
an attestation of the very thing that active 
faith is founded upon. Put it as you will, 
if you accept its helpful position of faith 
the meaning of the phrase whispers its sub- 
stance of reality to your heart. 

We may need to brush away some of the 
ready made thcught forms that the phrase 
may suggest. Jesus has been called the 
“mystic comrade,” the “unseen friend,” “the 
comrade in white,” the “stranger in the 
way;” some of these terms are unintelligible, 
and some are indeed doubtful in content. 
Perhaps such a term as “the divine Pres- 
ence” does not fully convey the reality of 
the statement of Jesus. 

Yet the statement stands. It has been re- 
stated in a hundred different ways: Low- 
ell’s “Vision of Sir Launfal” and van Dyke’s 
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“The Other Wise Man” represent the way 
we reset Jesus into the vital experiences of 
humanity. So it goes, ever. Wherever 
truth is being sought fcr, or defended—not 
the truth of creeds or of fanatical fixations, 
but the living truth of experience—the 
spirit of Jesus is there. In any instances 
where struggle is made for the sake of the 
peace of the world, and where effort is made 
to promote the feeling of fraternity be- 
tween races and classes and nationalities, 
Jesus is there. In any moment when the 
strong extends human ccnsideration rather 
than imposition toward the weak, Jesus is 
there. Whenever human hate is smothered, 
revenge refused, forgiveness offered for the 
wrongs of others, Jesus is there. When the 
rights of the little child are observed, when 
the touch of healing is given to diseased 
bodies, Jesus is there. 

It is in the creative processes of spiritual 
endeavor that this promise of Jesus becomes 
fulfilled. To those who feel the finer im- 
pulses of spiritual—though not necessarily 
mystical—ministry, come attestations of the 
truth of this part of our faith. 

Dd 

One small life in God’s great plan, 

How futile it seems as the ages roll, 

Do what it may, or strive how it can, 

To alter the sweep cf the infinite whole! 

A single stitch in an endless web, 

A drop in the ocean’s flow and ebb! 

But “ — is rent where the stitch is 
ost, 

Or marred where the tangled threads have 
crossed ; 

And each life that fails of its true intent 


Mars the perfect plan that its maker meant. 
—Susan Coolidge, in the. Christian Index. 


o 


What a fellowship! Put it in spirit forms 
if you want, or set it in phrases of “shared 
experience” if you prefer, the essential fact 
is that whoever really strives for righteous 
conduct in the world and for justice in hu- 
man relationships is in fellowship with Je- 
sus Christ. 

One thinks of some of the Christian lead- 
ers in China, facing the crises of that coun- 
try with their lives in peril, offering the 
suggestion of faith in God and man! 

In confused Mexico there are those who 
urge processes of peace and who call fcr 
deliberation and moderation. 

And you, as do we all, have the chance 
to stand for Christian attitudes on every 
perilous issue. Here is the fellowship of 
Jesus. 

What a fellowship it is! 

2 
“His eye is on the sparrow, 
And I know he cares for me.” 
o 

We seek thee, O God; we are won to the 
hope that you care. We seek the fellowship 
of the Christ, we rejoice for privilege of 
continuing a service he began. Let us fol- 
low, we pray, as his spirit leads toward all 
good things. Let his fellowship come inte 
all the earth, dismissing hate, creating lor 
in hearts everywhere. Amen. 

ERNEST D. GILBERT. 
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The General Convention 
and 


Stewardship and Promotion 


Warren ‘|. Denison, Secretary 


Where to Remit 

OTH the offering for the General Conven- 

tion due to be taken January 9, and the 
one for the Federal Council, due to be taken 
February 6, should be sent to this office. If 
your church sends its various offerings to 
your conference treasurer, which, by the 
way, is a good plan, he will remit monthly 
to this office on the twentieth of the month 
and you will be receipted from this office 
also. We hope that very soon all regular 
offerings will be sent first to the conference 
treasurer. 

Both of these offerings are very essential 
to carry on our work and to meet our share 
of the great co-operative work of the King- 
dom. May we ask you to turn back to your 
Herald of January 13 and reread the article 
by our Convention President, Dr. Coffin, on 
“Shall the General Convention Function?” 
It is a most important message and should 
be read to each congregation by the pastor. 
As soon as your offerings have been taken 
and all have had a chance to give to each 
cause, kindly forward the same without un- 
necessary delay. 


Foreign Missions 


HE Christian Church has a well-rounded 

and evenly balanced program. A few 
years ago we had no church program. We 
now have a carefully planned one as 
wrought out by the Convention. In this our 
churches and pastors generally should co- 
operate to bring united and better results. 
January was the month when our General 
Convention work in its administrative 
phases and Christian Unity had their right 
of way. These two great themes were for 
special study, teaching, emphasis. The de- 
partmental work of the church does not 
stop, but it helps in the background during 
that month, while in every way the Conven- 
tion and Christian Unity have the promi- 
nence in sermon, class, church literature, 
personal appeal, giving, prayer, correspond- 
ence. 

In the same way February and March are 
the months for our Foreign Mission em- 
phasis. This work has the right of way to 
our thought, study, planning, praying and 
giving. These two months should be filled 
with a great constructive, educational pro- 
gram in your church. During these two 
months this mission work of the church in 
the lands afar should have full access to our 
hearts and purses. No church or pastor can 
afford to miss the spiritual uplift and edu- 
cational program that is planned to help 
each member of the church under the leader- 
ship of our Foreign Mission Department. 
Nor can we well afford to be out of step 
with the great program of our church. For- 


eign missions are vital not only to a 
church’s life and growth, but for our in- 
dividual spiritual growth. Each of us needs 
to study, pray for, give for, and advocate 
world-wide missions. 


Have You Ordered? 


IF you have not ordered your 1927 Chris- 

tian Annual, do not delay a single day. 
The number is limited. It is Dr. Burnett’s 
sixteenth Annual and with it he closes his 
work as editor of The Annual. It is brim- 
ful of church information. It tells what 
your church is doing. It gives the de- 
nominational program, officers, outstanding 
events. It has 278 pages packed full of just 
the things you as pastor or as an official 
need to know. Every well informed mem- 
ber of the church should send a dollar to 
The Christian Publishing Association at 
once. Every one printed should be in use. 
Each church should see that the Church 
Clerk has one for reference for all depart- 
ments and officers of the church. 


W. s Work 


Mrs. Emma S. Powers 
General Secretary-Treasurer 


Young People and the Day of Prayer for 
for Missions 

O what extent are our girls and young 

women sharing in the plans and privi- 
leges of the Day of Prayer for Missions? 
Are they definitely organized for interde- 
nominational co-operation? Is it too much 
to ask that each local interdenominational 
group appoint a committee—an exceedingly 
wise committee—who, with the leaders of 
the young people, will be responsible for 
their participation in this first world-wide 
observance of the Day of Prayer? 

What an opportunity to bring to them— 
our successors of ten, fifteen, or twenty 
years hence—new visions of unity, new in- 
spirations for service! They need to feel 
the thrill of comradeship in this vast army 
of women from all the great Protestant 
communions, united in the fellowship of 
prayer. Nothing will prepare them more 
adequately for those broader conceptions, of 
our common task; nothing will develop in 
them more splendidly that catholic sympa- 
thy and that sense of interdenominational 
partnership which are the marks of this new 
day in missions. 

What an opportunity to teach them the 
need of constant spiritual reinforcement! 
They must know that the doing of things is 
not enough. Stevenson calls this feverish, 
restless activity which tempts us all today 
“a symptom of deficient vitality.” It is the 
force of soul that is missing. Richard 
Roberts warns us that our pre-occupation 
with machinery and organization is “a 
symptom of the deficit of life in ourselves.” 
Our Day of Prayer ministers to the restora- 
tion of personal power. After all, how can 
we give if there is nothing in ourselves to 
give? 
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What an opportunity to teach the real 
value of silence! In the moments of quiet 
meditation we learn that it is in silence that 
high thoughts and deep emotions are born. 
The Day of Prayer taps unsuspected reser- 
voirs of spiritual energy as earnest Chris- 
tian women, with the burden of the world’s 
need of Christ upon their hearts, listen to 
catch the eternal music of the Inner Voice. 
“On hour of such listening,” says Mrs. Her- 
man, “may give us a deeper insight into 
the mysteries of human nature, and a surer 
instinct for divine values than a year’s hard 
study or external intercourse with men.” 


Day of Prayer Material 


(RDER the Program (two cents per copy) 

and “Toward Power in Service” (ten 
cents per copy) of Emma S. Powers, Room 
515, C. P. A. Building, Dayton, Ohio. The 
suggestions for leaders, and the dodger, “A 
Call to Prayer,” are free. Postage is always 
accepted. The day is March 4. 


ABY was dangerously ill. The doctor 

said he could not live. The nurse said, 
“We have done all things, we are power- 
less to help.” But Mother thought of that 
Great Source of Power; Mother prayed. For 
four long weary days and nights Mother, as 
she sat by the bedside of her little one, 
prayed—not just now and then, but almost 
constantly, until baby showed signs of im- 
provement. 

You mothers and folks with mother hearts 
have all experienced times when you, too, 
made use of this Great Power House, for 
there was no one else to help. But what of 
those mothers who have never had the 
chance of knowing of this power; who do 
not know of this Friend to whom they can 
go; who, because they do not know, suffer 
more than your babe? Have you forgotten 
that you can use this Power in their behalf? 
But we are so busy praying for ourselves, 
for our own family, for our own church. 
We are so busy serving on committees, at- 
tending meetings, and working; yes, often 
for the church, that we neglect prayer. 

March 4 has been set aside for the Day 
of Prayer for Missions. All over this land 
of ours people of all denominations will be 
meeting in their own churches, or with 
other groups and churches, praying that 
every one “To the uttermost parts of the 
world” might know of this Friend of every- 
one. You, Mother, who cannot meet with a 
group at the church, you Woman, whose 
church, because of its scattered membership 
in rural districts, thinks it impossible to 
have a public meeting, you too can help. 
Will you not lay aside your own work for 
that day and pray? Pray much for yourself 
that you might always pray and help more; 
for your own church that it might better 
help carry out this command, “Go ye every 
where and preach the gospel,” which is 
meant for every one in your church; for our 
missionaries who have gone for us; for the 
missionaries everywhere; for the folks that 
are trying to understand and believe the 
wonderful story of this Christ; for native 
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workers; for those with whom we come in 
contact daily who have not accepted Christ 
as their Savior and thus cannot help others 
to know him; and last, but not the least, 
that every last woman in your community, 
in your church, yea, that every woman 
everywhere might join the ranks of the 
great body of women that are so valiantly 
striving to make it possible for every one to 
know of this wonderful Source of comfort, 
strength, and grace; women that are trying 
to carry out the command of our Master, 
“Go Ye.” ; 

Won’t you do this in your own home? 
And do it with the same earnestness with 
which you have prayed for your sick babe. 
Perhaps you could invite some one in to 
pray with ycu. If not, encourage some one 
else to pray in her own humc. How close 
your Master will draw to you if you draw 
close to him! Your conference president 
will be cheered and strengthened to have a 
word from you telling her you have done 
this.. And if you have no missionary so- 
ciety in your church or no organization that 
is sending cfferings to the woman’s work, 
you may want to send an offering, too. At 
any rate, pray, pray much, pray earnestly, 
pray till you feel your prayers will be an- 
<wered. 

Mrs. ALICE DENISON. 


Dayton, Ohio. 


Home Missions 
and 


Church Extension 


A. W. Sparks, Secretary 


Home Missions Council 
and 
Council of Women for Home Missions 


By Rev. H. H. Short 


(Continued from last week) 

R. W. A. C. Hughes spoke of the Negro 

in the rural sections of the South, say- 
ing there are 6,661,000 of them. The move- 
ment of the Negro to the North did not 
effect this rural population, but was for the 
most part from the cities, where the Negro 
will always be at a serious disadvantage, be- 
cause of the white man’s attitude toward 
him. This is not true in the country. They 
will become better farmers. There are 
212,000 farms now owned by Negroes, while 
700,000 farms are rented by Negroes. The 
plantation plan makes tenant farming in- 
effective. There is lack of crop rotation and 
cabin life is bad. 

The Negro minister is woefully inferior. 
His usual equipment is a good pair of lungs. 
However, the religious nature of the race 
has made it possible for them to endure 
these conditions for 300 years and more. 

Summer schools are now being held for 
Negro ministers and their wives. Institutes 
of six or more churches are also planned, 
trained instructors build their programs 
around the specific conditions on the field, 
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Oo. S. Walker: 


Just 66 days yet remain before Easter, in which to hold 100,000 per- 
sonal interviews on accepting Christ, and uniting with the church. 


A Friendly Personal Interview 
“That’s right, 
Accept Christ now. 
Sign your name on the dotted line.” 


That Ten Percent Increase in Membership 


ys 
vw 





L=t no pastor among us “kid himself” by thinking that he has made good in 

putting on a program of evangelism, when a series of services have been held 
simply to revive the church. The deepening of the spiritual life of the membership 
is a process to be carried on throughout the entire year, and cannot be done by spas- 
modic effort. To hold a few days, or even weeks, of continued effort does not bring 
about all that is to be desired in deepening the spiritual life of a church. To lead 
those who have already confessed Christ into grace and a knowledge of Jesus Christ, 
is one phase of the church’s activity, and to bring men and women and boys and 
girls to a place of commitment to Christ, acceptation of Christ, or to conversion, 
if you please, is another phase of our church life. We have set as our goal for new 
converts, a ten percent increase each year. There is no reason why we should not 
reach this goal in our churches. We cannot excuse ourselves by saying that we 
already have too many who are indifferent, and therefore we are not anxious to 
increase our membership. That same kind of logic could be used in regard to our 
mission program, when we say we have plenty to do at home, and therefore shall 
not go to the uttermost parts of the earth to win others to Christ. If there is a 
group of people in our churches who are indifferent, it would be well for a pastor 
and church to set themselves definitely to meet this situation. Let us not- excuse 
ourselves from securing new converts with the flimsy excuse that we are seeking 


only to revive the church. 


ery of newborn babes in Christ. 





Every man needs salvation, and the Church of Jesus Christ is the established 
agency for helping men to find salvation, and therefore every pastor, and every 
church, needs a passion that will not be satisfied until there is heard always the 


McD. HowsareE, Secretary, 
Department of Evangelism and Life Service. 








2 
vy 


no program being put on until a survey is 
made. 

Dr. H. W. McLaughlin, of the Presby- 
terian Church in charge of their rural 
problem, in speaking of leadership reminded 
the council that real leadership is born in 
the country. But for generations the more 
aggressive have been leaving the rural com- 
munities to such an extent that leadership 
in the rural church is a real problem. 

It is difficult to handle the situation with 
non-resident pastors, as they seldom have a 
program and we can only develop leaders 
where there is something to do. In view of 
this and other facts, the pastorate of a 
country church should be looked upon as a 
life mission rather than a stepping stone. 

Dr. Henry M. Bowdin gave an interest- 
ing talk about the foreign population in our 
rural districts, saying that for the most part 
they are disregarded and oft unwelcome. 

If a church should make an appeal to 
foreigners and succeed in attracting them, 


it is branded as a church attended by for- 
eigners and avoided by our own people. 

It were better to deal with the foreigner 
interdenominationally. In Europe the 
Protestant Church is universally called the 
Protestant Temple, and is never given a 
denominational name. These foreign people 
are usually far more intelligent than they 
are thought to be. But nevertheless they 
need chaarcter building, comfort in the 
crises of life and in the hour of death. Often 
lonely groups are found trying to live their 
old lives in this country which is so differ- 
ent. They need to be rescued, welcomed, 
ana associated with. In many cases these 
people ere establishing permanent homes. 
If they are not taken in, what of the future? 

Rev. Herman N. Morse. talked of our 
application of home mission money to rural 
churches... Ninety-five percent, said he, of 
such money is used in our sustentation work, 
five. percent in new work, and.only one-third 
of our.sustentation work is efficient. Aided 
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churches were classified as follows: 
Those needed. (2) Those with a present 
need, but no future. (3) Those needing 
immediate interdenominational adjustment. 
Forty-five percent of the aided churches 
should be discontinued because of not being 
needed. Home mission boards should take 
over the matter of program where money is 
invested that the aided church may reach a 
certain standard. 

Rev. Harrison W. Foreman, Home Mis- 
sion Secretary of the Episcopal Church, 
spoke on “Christian Relationship of One 
Church Toward Another.” 

He said young people demand this. People 
outside the churches expect it. Practical 
business men demand it. Agencies for 
social service must have it. A number 
of Christian people inside the churches want 
it. This relationship can be guaranteed by 
the love of our Lord, God’s love working in 
us, and a vision of the churches’ task. 

Mrs. Hilda L. Ives, a work director un- 
der the Larger Parish Plan of Maine, gave 
an interesting outline of her work. The 
churches of a given territory have one min- 
ister, though of several denominations; also 
one religious work director. Each church 
chooses the board it will support with its 
benevolence. Questions on which church 
people differ are never urged, Christ’s per- 
sonal teachings as recorded in the Gospels, 
are mostly dwelled upon. The lonely are 
visited, the sinful are confronted with the 
living Christ, the sorrowing are comforted, 
and the young are instructed. 

When these things are put first, the love 
of Christ surmounts all difficulties. Three 
State conferences are supporting the Larger 
Parish Plan in Maine. Hospital service is 
linked with the plan through the help of 
city churches. Boys and girls from the city 
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visit country churches and give programs. 
Young people from the country churches, in 
turn, give programs in the city churches. 
The thing aimed at is complete co-operation 
on the part of churches. 

(To be concluded) 





Foreign Missions 


Wilson P. Minton, Secretary 





Wit last week’s issue of The Herald we 
had listed the names of thirty-two pas- 
tors who had signified their intention of 
using the Report of the Washington Foreign 
Missions Convention as part of their plan of 
instruction and inspiration during this 
period of February and March. Since then 
others have sent for the book and a number 
have also indicated that they plan to hold 
a Church School of Missions or the supple- 
mental program we have prepared called 
“Making the Most of the Foreign Mission 
Period.” Some of our pastors are using 
two of these three plans and we believe they 
will prove to be exceedingly helpful. 
In order to save space, we will give the 
names of pastors or Sunday-school superin- 
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tendents who have thus far volunteered to 
use one or more of these plans, and we will 
indicate which of the plans they are using 
by placing numbers after their names as 
follows: . 


(1) Foreign Missions Convention Report. 

(2) Church School of Missions. 

(3) Supplemental program for Sunday 
mornings. 


In addition to the thirty-two previously 
mentioned we are glad to list: 


Alfred W. Hurst, Elkhart, _. (1) 
W. H. Hainer, Irvington, N (1) 

J. M. Hartman, Wakarusa, Mg (1) 
James McKenzie, Hill, N. H. (1) 

W. H. Martin, Hilton, N. Y. (1) 

L. E. Dull, Maple Rapids, Mich. (1) 

W. C. McMichael, Castile, N. Y. (1) 

F. H. Gardner, Pottersville, Mass. (1) 

W. Scott Mossman, Cheshire, Ohio. (1) 

L. T. Proctor, Dayton, Ohio. (1), (2), (8) 
J. T. Brooks. Farmer City, Ill. (1) 

L. C. Mackey, Newfield, N. Y. (1), (3) 

S. M. Woods, West Milton, Ohio. (1), (2), (3) 
A. E. Cortner, Shideler, Ind. (1) 

C. F. Baldwin, Ansonia, Ohio. (1), (3) 
Carrie Beaver, Advance, Ind. (1), (3) 

Athella M. Howsare, Dayton, Ohio, (1), (3) 

J. A. Albright, Spencerville, Ohio. (1), (3) 
C. B. Lusk, ‘Winchester, Ind. (1), (3) 
Robert Rubart, Fiatt, Ill. (1), (3) 

Vv. C. Humphrey, Johnstown, Ohio. (1), (3) 
John Williams, Machias, N. Y. (1), (8) 
H. A. Smith, Versailles, Ohio. (1), (3) 

C. F. Patton, Ashton, Ill. (1) 

E. R. Caswell, Laconia, N. H. (1), (2) 
Herman Lewis, Woodstock, Vt. (1), (2) 

A. H. Fielder, Amesbury, Mass. (1), (2) 

A. W. Hirby, Dayton, Ohio. (1). (2) 

E. T. Cotten, Baton, Ohio. (1), (2) 











W. Vanderburg, Antioch, Ind. (3) 
E. Etter, Greenville, Ohio. (2), (3) 
J. Beisiegel, Boonville, Ind. (3) 

H. Peters. Defiance, Ohio. (3) 

R. Webb, Wolfeboro, N. H. (3) 

F. Mellott, Freehold, N. Y. (2), (8) 
W. Caswell, Manchester, N. H. (3) 
E. Kauffman, Dayton, First. (3) 

E. Sims, Piqua, Ohio. (3) 

Mrs. E. J. Sachtjen, Excelsior, Wis. (3) 
A. A. Richards, Franklin, N. H. (38) 
A. F. Foor, Everett, Pa. (3) 
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Of the thirty-two previously reported as 
having secured the book, a number have 
since indicated their intention to use one of 
the other programs also, and. still others 
have sent for the literature without stating 
just what plan they would follow. We are 
receiving notice from others in nearly every 
mail and we hope that before the special 
period is very far gone we shall have heard 
from every pastor with some plan for mak- 
ing this effort mean something to his people. 
Among other things this year, we should 
like to set a goal of one dollar per member 
for foreign missions, and we should like also 
to find out just how many members of the 
Christian Church really give something this 
year for this work. It is not too late yet to 
start some of these plans in your church, 
and we are ready to fill your order for 
literature as quickly as it comes in. Let us 
have the whole church behind this effort for 
our foreign mission work. 


Saving in and Through the Church 
THE UNIFORM LESSON FOR SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 1927 
Matthew 5:13-16; Acts 2:42-47 
BY REV. W. P. FLETCHER, D. D. 
Adult Division Secretary of the Department of Christian Education 


Golden Text—We are God’s fellow-work- 
ers.—1 Cor. 3:9. 





HOME DAILY READINGS 


Monday, February 14—Serving in and 
Through the Church. Acts 2:42-47. 
Tuesday, February 15—Spirit-prompted 
Service. Acts 13:1-12. 
Wednesday, February 16—Exalted 
Work of the Church. Isa. 52:1-12. 
Thursday, February 17—The Holy 
Spirit and Witnessing. Acts 1:1-11. 
Friday, February 18—Promoting Har- 
mony in the Church. Matt. 18:15-20. 
Saturday, February 19—Christ the Head 
of the Church. Col. 1:9-23. 
Sunday, February 20—Paul’s Prayer for 
the Church. Eph. 3:14-21. 











COME LET US WORSHIP 

Worshipful Music. 

Model Prayer—By scholars of ages 12 to 24. 

Hymn—"‘Stand Fast for Christ,’’ No. 165 in 
“Worship and Song.” 

Matthew 5:13-16—Read in concert by schol- 
ars aged 12 to 17. 

Acts 2:42-47—Read in concert by scholars 
aged 18 to 24. 

Hymn—“‘Be Strong,” No. 
and Song.” 

Secretary—Number on the roll and the num- 
ber of them who are church members. 

Superintendent—Church 
membership. 


169 in “Worship 


attendance and 


Prayer—By pastor. Thanks for the faithful 


members of the church; prayer for those 


that are slipping and for an increasing 
eagerness to be enlisted in the church and 
service. 


Lesson Study. 


Salt of the Earth 


HE members of the church are still the 

salt of the earth. If it were not for 
them this old world would become worse 
than in any dark age. But that is our re- 
sponsibility. Salt saves, and so we should 
be saving factors for the individual, the 
community, and the nation. But salt also 
gives delight to the taste. It is nothing to 
your credit to be flat and unappealing. The 
Christian should be the happiest, gladdest, 
tastiest person in the community. If the 
spirit of the man of Galilee dwell in us, we 
shall make all life interesting and a delight. 


Savor Lost 


But that is what makes it salt, and that 
is what makes it saving and nutritious and 
appealing. If it has lost the thing that 
made it what it was intended to be, it is just 
no good. And that is your position and 
condition, if you have lost the savor of your 
life and have become drab and flat and 
tasteless. “Good for nothing” are the words 
of the Great Teacher. I am sure we should 
never assume the prerogatives of God. He 
will some day cast them out to the scrap 
heap and the cesspool, for that is what hell 





FEBRUARY 10, 1927 


a4 ff Se Se 2 


—_— +. oe eh, Ohm 


a= =m ah — teh oh Oe eee 


i eo ae 


THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY 


(gehenna) is; but I wonder, are our 
churches not often negligent in casting out, 
and then when the salt has lost its savor, 
does it not become a menace? I wonder 
whether it is not because they still sub- 
scribe a iittle to the church budget, that 
they are kept as members. And possibly the 
fact that they still contribute a little shows 
that all the savor is not gone, but I “ha me 
doots.” 

Lamp on a Stand 


Why, that is where it is intended to be. 
It is fine to be humble, but it is no mark of 
humility to refuse to do the thing or take 
the position you were brought into being 
for. By becoming a Christian and uniting 
with the church, you accepted a certain posi- 
tion. It is disloyalty to be untrue to your 
office. Get up on your stand where you 
belong and the “stand that you took.” 


Let the Light Shine 


Again, that is what it is for, and it loses 
its meaning if it is being hidden. And light 
is everywhere needed. You are needed as a 
light, and Jesus gives two reasons why you 
should shine. You will be a guide to men. 
Your light will lighten them, and your good 
works be an example to them. Then it will 
glorify the God of all light from whom your 
taper is lighted, and men will be drawn to 
him. 

Continued Stedfastly 


Yes, that is what is needed. How beauti- 
ful the enthusiasm of youth; how fine the 
glow of the soul in the new-found light of 
Jesus. If that glow would always continue, 
this world could soon be evangelized, and the 
world’s darkness would disappear. But that 
young fellow becomes old, and sometimes 
much before he should. The spring has gone 
from his step, and hope and daring from his 
soul. So unfortunately some young Chris- 
tians have the same experience. A church 
roll is ofttimes more pathetic than a grave- 
yard. 

Teaching, Fellowship, Sacrainents, Prayer 


How old fashioned those words are; but 
so are meat and potatoes, and bread and 
butter. But we cannot keep steadfast in our 
work without them. Did you ever notice 
that if we continue in these spiritual foods 
we do continue steadfast? Then see that 
poor man or woman. Perhaps he begins to 
be uninterested in the teaching. Then he 
stays away from church, or gets out of 
fellowship. Then he forsakes the “breaking 
of bread,” and finally the last cord is sev- 
ered when he ceases to pray. 


All Things in Common 


What are your talents, your time, your 
money, your life for anyway? What is the 
fragrance of the rose for or the beauty of 
the lily? They are common to all, and the 
trench laborer gets their beauty in just as 
much welcome, as far as the rose is con- 
cerned, as the June bride. Do we mean it 
when we sing, “All for Jesus?” We have 
personal responsibility of care and admin- 
istration, but all that we have should be 


common to all whom we may help; and, in- 
deed, to every work of God. It is so idle to 


say that we believe in home missions but not 
in foreign, that we believe in evangelism 
but not in the Convention and its organiza- 
tion and its business. 


Took Their Food With Gladness 


Why, surely Christianity gladdens the 
home, and if your type does not, then I fear 
it is not the Christianity of Christ. I have 
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been in homes of people who made great 
boasts about their full gospel, who by their 
attitude and life drove their children away 
from home and from the Christ of the New 
Testament. 


Added Day by Day 


Added whom? Added them when? Per- 
haps if we were a little more careful of our 
additions, and not have so many spasms 
about it, more would continue steadfast. 


Our Duty as Christian Citizens 


THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC FOR FEBRUARY 20, 1927 
Isa. 62:6-12 


BY REV. A. B. KENDALL, D. D. 
Trustee of the United Society of Christian Endeavor Representing the 
Christian Church 


Program Pointers 


Have the motto given us by the Young People’s 
Division of the Christian Church for the months of 
February and March, “In Partnership for a Christian 
World,” hung where all may see it. Try to place 
it so that they cannot help seeing it. Tie up the 
theme of this lesson to that motto. 


As this is the Foreign Mission Period in our church 
year, it would be fine to have a brief address on 
each of the following topics followed by an informal 
discussion of them: “Our Duty as Christian Citizens 
to the Other Nations of the Earth;’’ “Our Duty as 
Christian Citizens to the Different Races in Our Own 
Land.” 


If living in a community where there are different 
nationalities, you could well spend some time in dis- 
cussing the topic, “Our Duty as Christian Citizens to 
the New Americans in Our Community.” 


Decorate the room with the Stars and Stripes. 


Have some one discuss the topic, “Christian Citi- 
zenship, the Only True Citizenship.” 


Other themes for discussion are: “The Christian 
and the Franchise ;” ‘“The Christian Citizen and Law- 
Observance;’”’ ‘The Christian Citizen and Bad 
Officials ;’ “‘The Christian Citizenship and Industrial 
Problems.”’ 


Topic Thoughts 

ERSE 6. “I have set watchmen.” The 

lack of watchfulness is one of the chief 
sins of Christian citizens. We are all prone 
to it. We elect officials and expect them to 
do all the watching for us. That is a good 
deal like calling a pastor and expecting him 
to do all the praying for us. The best 
officials can be wonderfully helped by know- 
ing that the best citizenry are watching 
with him over the moral and social interests 
of the community. It is also true that the 
ordinary citizen who is watchful sees things 
that need correcting that the officials can- 
not and do not see. Be more watchful to 
express appreciation of the good work of 
conscientious officials than to criticize the 
failure of inefficient ones. 


“Watchmen which shall never hold their 
peace day nor night.” “Eternal vigilance is 
the price of liberty;” it is also the price of 
good government. 

We need citizens who are on the job all 
the time. Reforms are so often merely 
spasms. Things get so bad that a wave of 
righteous indignation sweeps over the com- 
munity and the good citizens arise and clean 
house and then go to sleep, and first thing 
they know the evil spirits are back with 
ten other worse than themselves. 

“Ye that are the remembrancers of the 
Lord, keep not silence, (Margin.) And give 


him no rest, till he establish, and till he 
make Jerusalem a praise in the earth.” 

The Duty of a Christian Citizen and 
Prayer. We are in danger in these days of 
organization of depending upon the ma- 
chine instead of looking to the power. God 
alone can establish good government on the 
earth. We may do all we can, but if God 
bless us not, we shall fail. The most effect- 
ive and potent activity of a Christian citizen 
is his prayer life. Of course his works 
should accompany and second his prayers. 
If all Christians in this land exercised these 
two, prayer and service, we should soon 
solve in great measure, the problems that 
confront us. 


Vs. 8,9. One of the great needs of the 
citizenry of this country and of all coun- 
tries, for that matter, is to learn that ma- 
terial prosperity and godliness go hand in 
hand. The nation that sows morality and 
spirituality shall reap peace and prosperity. 

V. 10. “Prepare the way of the people; 
cast up, cast up the highway.” What is a 
highway for? To lift one out of the mud 
and the mire. To make safe walking for 
the people. We need to build up institutions 
that are helpful, that lift the thoughts, en- 
noble the lives, inspire the thoughts of the 
people. The good citizen will seek to build 
a highway of clean recreational life. So 
much of the recreational life of today leads 
over the low road of filth and muck. We 
are putting great labor and spending mil- 
lions of dollars improving our streets and 
highways in this country, and we all think 
it fine. Let us see that we show a like zeal 
and earnestness in building moral and 
spiritual highways in our nation and com- 
munity. 

“Gather out the stones.” We need as 
Christian citizens to strive to eliminate 
everything that would cause the feet of the 
morally inexperienced, weak, and ignorant 
to stumble. Let us seek to remove every- 
thing that makes it easy for people to do 
wrong and build up everything that makes 
it easy for them to do right. 

“Lift up a standard for the people.” Ifa 
standard is to be lifted for the people as a 
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rallying point for righteousness, some one 
has to lift it; and it is the duty of the 
Christian leaders to erect that standard and 
keep it flying in every city, town, and ham- 
let in the United States. Not only must 
it be lifted, but it must be kept flying. 

V. 12. “And they shall call them the 
holy people.” 

It is our duty as Christian citizens to put 
forth every effort to make our communities 
holy. Only the Spirit of God can make a 
citizen or a community holy: therefore we 
should support the church and its interests, 
through which the Holy Spirit, very largely, 
works. 

To Illustrate 

A Japanese statesman recently declared 
that the modern world, rent assunder, must 
seek some bond stronger than can be forged 
by the mechanics of statecraft. He recalled 
that when a student in the United States he 
had found people of all classes in a littie 
country church knit together by the common 
worship of one religion. Because it lifted 
men above the atmosphere ot self-seeking, 
he declared that therein the future bond of 
the world would be found.—From “Ciris- 
tianizing the Community,” by Ward-Ed- 
wards. 

During the war Mr. Morgenthau, then 
ambassador to Turkey, in a longboat on the 
Bosphorus one evening said to a friend, “Je- 
sus has exercised more influence on human 
history than any other personality. We shall 
never get out of war except by following his 
teachings.”—Ward-Edwards. 

The Christian missionary has seen one so- 
cial evil after another disappear before the 
advance of the gospel. The burning of 
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widows in India is gone; child marriage is 
under fire; foot-binding and opium will soon 
be things of the past in China; the legalized 
prostitution of Japan has been modified. 
Human life is worth more than ever it has 
been in every land. The killing of small 
children is no longer countenanced. In- 
fanticide is driven into obscurity; slavery 
has practically gone; war is apologized for 
the world over. There is a changed attitude 
toward despotism. Tyranny is not popular 
anywhere. Industrial exploitation is coming 
under the same ban with which slavery was 
finally abolished. The world is coming to 
see that slavery cannot be tolerated. Slowly 
but surely a world conscience is being 
formed.—Ward-Edwards. 


When Lloyd George said that the English 
flag is as much disgraced by flying over a 
slum as over defeated armies on the battle 
field, the world approved.—Ward-Edwards. 

The City of God lieth foursquare that the 
people of all the earth may come to it. And 
they are coming—brown men and black, 
yellow and white, each race bringing its own 
peculiar contribution to the common de- 
velopment of mankind. It becomes possible 
and necessary now to extend Christian con- 
ditions and Christian ideals to national and 
interracial relations —Ward-Edwards. 


For Discussion 


What evil conditions would you like to see taken 
from your community? 

What is our duty as Christian citizens in the 
matter of law-enforcement? 

How may*“we as Christian citizens help in improv- 
ing the conditions in our local government? 

What causes of crime is it the duty of Christian 
citizenship to seek to remove from our community ? 

What is our Christian duty as citizens toward the 
recreational life of our community ? 

How far does our duty as Christian citizens go in 
seeing that everybody in our community has a fair 
chance? 

How far should the Christian citizen go today in 
his attack upon wrong? 


Heard at the Federal Council Meeting 


At Its Recent Minneapolis Session 


ity necessary to build the Kingdom of 
God and at the same time not to 
threaten freedom and local autonomy, that 
is the great problem for the churches at this 


His to achieve the Christian solidar- 


hcur. The Federal Council of the Churches 
is the answer of the American churches to 
this question. The day it was born was an 
epochal day in the Christian church. It 
has revealed to us how much of a common 
mind there is in Protestantism on the things 
which matter most. When the Church has 
achieved a larger unity, then—and not till 
then—will it be able to exercise a moral 
authority which nations will heed. Then, and 
not till then, will it have its true power in 
unifying human society and keeping the 
world at peace. S. Parkes Cadman. 


In the world at large, the day of the clan 
is passing. We begin to envisage a world- 
wide co-operative humanity. In such a day 
any denomination defeats the real purpose 
of its existence if it stands apart, itself a 
little clan, pursuing a life separate from 
that of the others. 

Bishop John M. Moore. 


The greatest gain that the churches have 
made in our generaticn is the new conscious- 


ness that there are great things which the 
Christian churches are set to achieve which 
they can never achieve separately. There 
was a time when the churches were competi- 
tcrs. That time is passing. The greatest 
factor in bringing the better situation about 
is their association in bodies like the Federal 
Council and local councils of churches. 
John A. Marquis. 


Our problem now is not the spirit of co- 
cperation—that we have at last. Our prob- 
lem today is the technique of co-operation. 

Mrs. John Ferguson. 


If the Church is to have any real influ- 
ence on our industrial life, it must have 
courage. It must expect to be misunder- 
stood at times and criticized. It must pay 
the price of sympathy with the labor move- 
ment—r else forfeit its hold cn the working 
masses as tragically as it has been forfeited 
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in Germany.- The Church had better make 
occasional blunders than timidly abdicate the 
field. 

Worth M. Tippy. 


The American people, according to recent 
government figures, while constituting but 
six percent of the population of the globe, 
are consuming thirty percent of its products 
and manufactured gcods. That is ground 
for some sober reflection in the American 
churches. 7 

Carl E. Milliken. 


The reason we are making such slow prog- 
ress in church co-operation is because de- 
nominational officials are not holding up the 
practice of co-operation as one cf the great 
tests of a successful pastor in the several 
denominations. When the Methodist district 
superintendent begins to ask not simply how 
many new members of Methodist churches 
the pastor has secured, but also how much 
he has co-operated in community programs 
with the other pastors, then we shall really 
get ahead. When the Baptist state superin- 
tendent inquires of Baptist pastors not mere- 
ly how much money they have raised for 
Baptist projects, but also to what extent 
they have shared in interdenominational un- 
dertakings with the other churches in the 
same town, then the co-operation cf which 
we talk will become a reality. The respon- 
sibility cannot be delegated to the Federal 
Council; if the denominations really meant 
what they said when they created the Fed- 
eral Council, it is the solemn duty of all 
denominational officials themselves to help 
educate their constituencies in the spirit and 
practice of cc-operation. 

Orlo J. Price. 


A few months ago, I stood one day in 
Westminster Abbey at the tomb of the young 
Unknown Soldier. He died because the poli- 
ticians told him that thereby he would help 
to make an end of war. I crossed the street 
to the houses cf Parliament and heard sixty 
million pounds voted in new taxation for the 
British navy. Similar incidents can be ob- 
served in France or the United States. Is it 
any wonder that hosts of young people all 
over the world are in a state of almost 
chronic revolt against the complacency of 
their elders toward war? 

Walter W. Van Kirk. 


There is no magic for producing Chris- | 
tian citizenship or law enforcement. We | 
can’t get it by making more laws. In the 
last analysis, we shall get it in proportion 
as we educate the individual to say, “I 
gladly surrender some of my rights for the 
sake of a better social life.” 

Dan, B. Brummitt. 
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prayer.” 





_“Christian Unity must have been an important thing in the 
thinking of Christ when he mentions it four times in a single 
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The Heart of the Sixth Grade 





A. Story 


BY MARY ELIZABETH DULANEY 


should have the mumps just when the 

sixth grade, in which she was a pupil, 
was planning to have a Valentine festival 
for Friday afternoon, and Dorothy was ‘to 
have been queen of hearts. Dorothy cried 
hot tears upon her pillow as she thought of 
her lovely pink tarleton dress with its many 
tiny red hearts and sparkling beads. All 
vanity was shut up in the closet. The 
tears came faster as she thought of the 
crown esplendent with tinfoil and the dainty 
silver slippers that had been her last sum- 
mer’s white kid ones covered with silver 
paint. She cried some more when she 
thought of the tiny heart-shaped spice tarts 
that Ella had been going to make for her. 

At school things were almost as gloomy. 
When all the boys and girls were in, Miss 
Allen announced Mrs. Lane’s message that 
Dorothy was ill with mumps and that she 
would have to be out of school at least ten 
days. Sighs of regret came from all over 
the room. What would the festival be with- 
out the queen? All that Thursday morning 
the sixth grade looked at Dorothy’s empty 
desk. Just before Miss Allen dismissed the 
room for lunch she said: “How many boys 
and girls want to take a Valentine surprise 
to Dorothy?” Every one did, because every 
one liked Dorothy. “All right,” said Miss 
Allen, “come back early from lunch, and 
we'll see what we can do.” 

When Johnny and Martin got back, Miss 
Allen had everything ready: scissors, paste, 
red cardboard, red and white tissue and red 
crepe paper, and before anyone else came 
they cut out two big hearts from the red 
cardboard. Miss Allen then took a strip of 
red cardboard about six inches high and 
used it for the sides of a box, the top and 
bottom of which were two big hearts. 
Johnny cut part of the crepe paper into 
narrow strips, and other comers fluted the 
edges. This was fastened around the edge 
of the top heart with paper braids. The 
box was just finished when the bell rang. 
Every one was excited, but each studied 
hard and recited well. When recess came 
Roger Thompson took a small brush and 
dipped it into Miss Allen’s white ink. On 
the lid of the box he painted, “The Heart of 
the Sixth Grade.” 


Sarah, Annie, Ruth, and Lois went to the 
corner store and spent their pennies for 
peppermint motto hearts to go into the hox. 

The next morning members of the sixth 
grade came to school early. Each had some- 
thing in his hand. There were eager whis- 
perings in the halls just as if a secret were 
kept. At 8:30 Roger, Martin, and Johnny 
left the building with a great white tissue- 
covered package. They hurried to the Lane 
home, set the package on the porch, rang 
the bell, and ran. 

Mrs. Lane carried the box in. She was 
Pleased to notice that it was addressed to 


[’ really was too bad that Dorothy Lane 


Dorothy, because Dorothy was weeping, and 
her fever was rising. Any diversion would 
be welcome. 

“QO! O!” cried Dorothy when her mother 
appeared at the door. 

Mrs. Lane carried the big box over to the 
bed and took off the wrappings. “Why here 
is a note! Perhaps you’d better read it be- 
fore you open the box,” she said, handing 
it to Dorothy. And this is what Dorothy 
read: 

Dear Dorothy: We are all very dis- 
appointed because you cannot come to school 
for a few days and that you cannot come 
to the festival. We have decided not to 
have it today because you can’t come. All 
the valentines we had planned, with a few 
small gifts to you, are in this heart, a heart 
full of love to you. 

There is a ribbon tied to each article, and 
the ribbons are numbered. Pull one every 
hour today, but after today pull one only 
after each dose of medicine you have to 
take. 

To our queen from her royal subjects 
from the sixth grade. 

P. S—wWe are going to use our half 
holiday at Miss Allen’s this afternoon. She 
asked us to a candy pull. 


Dorothy cried and laughed together. It 
was nice to be remembered, though she 
didn’t feel that she deserved so much re- 
membering. 

Mrs. Lane was thinking too. “Dear,’’ she 
said, “how would you like for Ella to make 
the tarts we had planned and send them to 
school this morning at recess?” 

“T’d like it ever so much, but,” and her 
face clouded, “she wouldn’t have time, would 
she, mother?” 


“Perhaps not,” replied Mrs. Lane, “if she 
were to begin now; but I think Ella was up 
extra early this morning to make tarts for 
the subjects of a dear little queen I know, 
and I imagine every one is done now, lying 
on the pantry shelf cooling. It’s nine o’clock 
now. You may pull a ribbon, and I will go 
see if the tarts are almost ready.” 

Dorothy pulled the ribbon numbered one, 
and out came the softest wool bedtime 
dolly, white yarn with big black button eyes. 
In his hand he carried a red heart on which 
was written: “I come from your friend 
across the aisle, Annie Ruth Simmons.” 
Dorothy squealed with delight, and soon she 
snuggled down in her bed happily to wonder 
what would come out when the other ribbons 
were pulled. 

At ten, Mrs. Lane, dressed for the street, 
came to the door to tell Dorothy that she 
was going up to the schoolhouse with the 





135 


(15) 





basket of tarts. Recess was at ten-fifteen, 
and she’d have to hurry. 

- “Give them to Roger Thompson, mother; 
he’s king of hearts,” Dorothy called, and 
then she reached over to pull the second 
ribbon. This one brought a gorgeous valen- 
tine of lace and ribbon from Roger Thomp- 
son, king of hearts. 

All day long Dorothy enjoyed her box. 
Every hour there was something new to 
think about. She didn’t care to cry any 
more and, strange to say, she didn’t have 
quite as much fever in the evening. Once 
in the afternoon she went to sleep and al- 
most missed the time for pulling the next 
ribbon, but she didn’t quite; and when she 
pulled against something hard and heavy, 
she finished waking up with a bounce. The 
hard object proved to be a bottle of grape 
juice dressed in red and silver ribbons sent 
by Paula and Selma Branch, whose father 
kept a drug store. 


Three evenings later when Mr. and Mrs. 
Lane were in her room for a little while to- 
gether before bedtime, Dorothy said: 
“Mother and daddy, I know what I’m going 
to do when I get through with having 
mumps. I am going to fill up several boxes 
—joy boxes I’ll call them—ivr people who 
are sick or hurt. Maybe tney will help 
some one forget a hurt and be happier for 
a while.” 

And Mr. Lane replied: “A fine idea, 
Dorothy. Perhaps your mother and I can 
help.”—-Nashville Christian Advocate. 


The Christ of the Crimson Road 


(Continued from page seven) 


Think you that we could stand before God 
tonight, and say without shame that we 
have sacrificed for his Church? 


Then may I lay these questions on your 
heart? Is it possible to take the element of 
sacrifice out of religion? And if so, is it 
possible for the Church that was born in 
sacrifice to continue to live without it? 

May I inquire next: Has the Church lost 
its trail? 

Is it wandering in the maze of the world’s 
mists? Are we living in the shadows of the 
past centuries, the fading lights furnished 
by the burning bodies of the men of God 
who died at the stake rather than compro- 
mise with the world? Are there those 
among us today who hold aloft the torch of 
salvation, whose flames are kept burning by 
the oil of sacrifice? 

We have some great men, some great 
preachers today, both at home and abroad; 
but do they really walk the path of sacri- 
fice? Great they are, great in intellect, and 
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sey Hodge. 





Unity is not only a beautiful ideal. 
the Church powerful to do its work, to preserve it from contempt, 
and to give it even the chance of eventual success.—George Wool- 


It is a necessity to render 

















136 (16) 
great in soul; but are they great in sacri- 
fice? 

Stand them up beside the saints of the 
past, men like John Huss, Martin Luther, 
Philipp Melanchthon, John Calvin, John 
Knox, John Wesley, George Whitefield, 
David Brainerd, David Livingstone, and 
Dan Crawford. Comparable in_ intellect, 
good will, and desire, perhaps, but incom- 
parable in passion, sacrifice, and power. 

The trouble is with us all—ministry and 
laity alike—we are not willing to sacrifice, 
not one of us. We want our comfort and 
our ease. Our homes must be modern, we 
must have every convenieyice, we must have 
our cars, the cost of operation doesn’t mat- 
ter. We can’t deny ourselves of the privi- 
lege of pleasure. After all of this is done, 
if there is anything left, we will divide a 
bit with the Church, with the Christ who 
gave his all for us. 

And yet again may I inquire: Will we 
ever again strike the trail of Christ? Will 
we ever again find the road that he 
traveled? Have we ever found his foot- 
prints along the roadway that we have 
come? If so, have we followed them? 

Listen, he gave his all. He gave his life. 
He gave himself a ransom for many. He 
gave his body to be broken, his blood to be 
shed. His was the road of sacrifice. His 
was the road made crimson by his own life. 


Frances Ridley Havergal was one day 
sitting in the study of a German minister 
and she noticed hanging on the wall the 
picture of the crucified Christ, and under- 
neath it this sentence. “I did this for thee, 
what hast thou done for me.” It stirred her 
heart. She took out a pencil and wrote on a 
scrap of paper these lines: 

“I gave my life for thee, 

My precious blood I shed, 

That thou might’st ransomed be, 
And quickened from the dead ; 


I gave, I gave, my life for thee, 
What hast thou giv’n for me?” 


A minister was touring the Holy Lond. 
He was traveling by means of a guidebook. 
He came to a place where the book said, 
“Here the trail ends.” He knew not which 
way to turn. Finally he saw a stone 
splashed with blood, a little further he 
found another, and still another. He soon 
decided that these were to be his dumb 
guides out of the barren wastes. They 
brought him back to himself, back to his 
people, and back to his ministry. 

I fear sometimes that the Church has fol- 
lowed the world’s guidebook until she has 
come to the end of the trail, lost in the 
wastes of the desert spiritually. She is look- 
ing for the footprints of her Lord, but she 
shall never find her way back, back to God, 
and back to power until she shall have found 
the way of sacrifice, the way made crimson 
by his own precious blood. 

I had walked life’s path with an easy tread, 

I had followed where pleasure and comfort led 


Until one day, in a quiet place, 
I met the Master, face to face. 


With station and rank and wealth for a goal, 
Much thought for the body, but none for the soul, 
I had entered to win in life’s mad race,— 

Till I met the Master, face to face. 
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I had built my castles and reared them high, 
Till their towers had pierced the blue of the sky. 
I had sworn to rule with iron mace,— 

Till I met my Master, face to face. 


I met him and knew him and blushed to see 
That his eyes full of sorrow, were fixed on me; 
I faltered and fell at his feet that day, 
While my castles melted and vanished away. 


Melted and vanished and in their place, 

I saw naught else but the Savior’s face; 
I cried aloud, “I make me meet 

To follow the steps of thy wounded feet.’ 


My thoughts are now for the souls of men; 
I have lost my life to find it again, 
E’er since, alone, in that holy place, 
I met my Master, face to face. 
—Selected. 


The Evangelism of God 
(Continued from page eight) 


heart. If a man cannot live actually to 
bless humanity in this world, I doubt if his 
death will give him a passport into the King- 
dom of Christ. Christ’s Kingdom is too 
vitally associated with the life that he lived 
here on the earth for it tc be different. 





~ 





AN UNBELIEVER 


THEY say the world is growing worse, 
I don’t believe it, though: 
They say men worship but the purse, 
I don’t believe it, though; 
They say that greatness is no more, 
That all the wise have gone before 
And only trouble is in store— 
I don’t believe, it though. 


They say there are no saints today, 
I don't believe it, though; 
They say we tread a downward way, 
I don't believe it, though; 
They say there's only gloom ahead, 
They say that all the knights are dead, 
They say that men's sweetest joys are 
fled— 
I don’t believe it, though. 


Men had their troubles long ago, 
And that’s what I believe; 

The Lord still loves us here below, 
And that's what I believe; 

Old Homer, of the sightless eyes, 

And Caesar lies ‘neath other skies, 

But greater men than they will rise, 
And that’s what I believe. 


The world grows fairer day by day, 
And that’s what I believe; 
The good have not all passed away, 
And that’s what | believe. 
Though many a one we loved is gone, 
Fond hearts and true are beating on! 
The happiest days are still to dawn, 
And that’s what I believe! 
—S. E. Kiser, in Chicago 
Times-Herald. 
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When Jesus prayed for his disciples it was 
not that they be taken out of the world. 
No, he loved the world too much to pray 
differently. He wanted them kept in the 
world and kept constantly at the mission of 
presenting the gospel that proclaims salva- 
ticn; a salvation that carries with it a qual- 
ity of life that makes this world a decent 
place in which to live and in which to bring 
up children. 

The evangelism of God was not an evan- 
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gelism of love alone, but it was one of pur- 
ity, of holiness, and right living. It car- 
ried with it absolutely clean living. “Except 
you eat my flesh and drink my blood”.... 
“The words that I speak unto you, they are 
spirit and they are life.’”’ His flesh and 
blood had become sacred and clean and a 
fit vessel for containing and carrying about 
the holy truths of God. When God went out 
to do evangelistic work he went in the clean 
body of Christ. His fingers were not stained 
with the handling of cigarettes; his breath 
not foul with tobacco smoke; his words not 
tainted with slander; his mind not numbed 
by impure thoughts; his hands not dirty be- 
cause of some unchristian deal, and his 
whole being not adulterated by careless so- 
cial contact. He went out clean every whit. 
He thought too much of himself, of his fel- 
lows, and of God to besmirch himself with 
the things that defile soul, body, and mind, 
and then try to talk to people about the 
saving of life. His evangelism was abso- 
lutely a clean presentation of a clean way 
of life. It was an evangelism which gave 
spiritual values to temporal things: “This [7 
corruption shall put on incorrupticn and this [ 
mortal shall put on immortality.” Eat this 
clean flesh of mine and drink this pure blood [7 
of mine if you would have your mortal | 


bodies changed into the immortal; if you | 


would have clean hands and a pure heart. [ 

The evangelism of God was also one of ag- | 
gressiveness. He went out to take the field. 
He did not wait for men to come to him, but | 
he went cut where men lived and worked | 
and congregated. He did not hunt a bell on [7 
some tower and by its ring send out an invi- 
tation to people to come and hear his good 
news. He went out into the highways, the | 
hedges, into the lonely places, into the 
crowded districts, and intc the cities. God 7 
was found on the move. God’s evangelism / 
must ever be to be aggressive. He came to | 
seek that which was lost and that which had | 
gone astray. This aggresiveness was not | 
spasmodic. Persistently and continually on | 
the search for an opportunity to present his | 
cause. Where opportunities could not be : 
found, he made them. ; 

If the church is to be a living power to- | 
day she must possess the evangelistic quali- © 
ties and virtues that God possesses. She | 
must love this world that she will give her- | 
self for it. She must lead a clean life. | 
She must be aggressive. 


Madrid, Iowa. 
5 


There is one lesson that all young Chris- 
tians should learn, namely this—the neces- 
sity of fellowship with Jesus each day. This 
lesson is not always taught at the begin- 
ning of the Christian life, nor is it always 
understood by the young convert. He should 
realize that the grace he has received of the 
forgiveness of sins, of acceptance as God’s 
child, of joy in the Holy Ghost, can only be 
preserved by the daily renewal in fellow- 
ship with Jesus Christ himself. Many 
Christians backslide because this truth is 
not clearly taught.—Selected. 
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The Children 


Playing Indians 


We do have the greatest fun 
Acting Indians—on the run. 


Each one has a special name 
When we play this lively game. 


Sister is called Smiling Face; 
She most always wins the race. 


Junior’s name is Laughing Boy 
’Cause he chuckles so with joy. 


They all call me Merry Heart 
When I take an Indian part. 


Even baby his name knows, 
For we call him Twinkle Toes. 


We do have the greatest fun 
Acting Indians—on the run. 


—Florence B. Steiner, in the New Out- 
look. 


Billy’s Valentine ~ 


O one, not even auntie, could guess just 

how it happened. But Dorothy and Billy 
had quarreled, a great big quarrel, and 
Dorothy had tossed her curly head, saying, 
“T’ll never, never speak to you again, Billy 
Mason,” and walked off, holding her head 
so high that her hair stood straight up just 
like the tassel on Napoleon’s cap might have 
done when he became the great Emperor of 
Spain. But after she had turned the corner 
it dropped like his might have done after 
the famous Waterloo. 


Billy flung back that he did not care if 
Dorothy Dewey never did speak to him 
again, and had gone off whistling “Yankee 
Doodle,” with his hands in his pockets. But 
for some reason he stopped whistling after 
he had turned the corner toward home. 


All that week and the next and the’week 
after that, Dorothy and Billy met without 
speaking; and though Dorothy missed 
Billy’s sticky lollipops and pop corn, she 
would not admit it even to herself. 

At last came Valentine’s Day. Every 
year before Billy had sent her a valentine 
since the time when it had only been a 
square piece of paper with the sprawling 
familiar “c-a-t.” Billy had confessed to 
Dorothy in private that getting those cards 
cut square was pretty hard on a fellow, be- 
cause if you trimmed them off on the one 
side, then they were crooked on the other; 
and if you trimmed them off too much on 
either side, there wouldn’t be anything left 
at all. 


Dorothy had sympathized with him and 
said she thought he wrote just a beautiful 


All day long Dorothy was kept busy an- 
swering the doorbell and receiving valen- 
tines. But there was none from Billy, and 
Dorothy had begun to think that it felt very 
queer to quarrel. There were valentines 
from Jimmie Blake and Tommy Crane and 
all the others, and just a beauty from 
Kenneth Carrol which Dorothy promptly 
threw on the floor and stamped on. 


At dinner that night Dorothy did not 
seem very cheerful. She didn’t eat her plum 
cake. Mamma thought she was sick, but 
auntie smiled. 

After dinner Dorothy put on her coat and 
hat and took her little muff. “Mamma,” she 
said, “I just can’t stand it any longer. I’m 
going over to lay this on Billy’s doorstep,” 
and she held up a card with the words, 
“Let’s make up.” 

Billy didn’t live very far away, just 
around the corner, and as things will hap- 
pen so, Billy was running around that same 
corner with a card for Dorothy. There was 
a small collision. Billy bumped against 
Dorothy, and Dorothy bumped against 
Billy. 

“Oh, Billy!” cried Dorothy excitedly. 

“Oh, Dorothy!” exclaimed Billy. 

“Where were you going?” asked Dorothy 
suspiciously. 

“I was going to your house,” replied Billy 
bashfully. “Where were you going?” 

“Oh, Billy, I was going to give you this!” 
cried Dorothy, taking her hand from her 
muff to hand Billy the card. 

“Why!” he exclaimed, “and I was going 
to give you this.” 

They both read, “Let’s make up,” writ- 
ten in astonishingly fancy letters. 

Billy was the first to speak. “Course I’ll 
make up,” he said. 

“Oh,” cried Dorothy, “I am so glad I’ve 
felt queer all day; haven’t you? And with- 
out giving Billy a chance to answer her, she 
flew at him and kissed him and cried, which 
Billy said afterwards he didn’t see any use 
in. 

He stood it manfully, but finally explained 
that he thought they had better go home— 
Dorothy might catch cold. 

“Say, Dorothy,” he called back, “let’s 
count that card as my valentine for this 
year.” 

“All right; it’s the best valentine I ever 
received,” answered Dorothy as she danced 
up the steps and shut the door. 

And Billy whistled “Yankee Doodle” all 
the way home—Arlene Putnam, in The 
Herald and Presbyter. 


Matches Are Poor Playthings 


IMMY liked to play with matches. Of 
course, he knew he should not do so, and 
many, many times he had been forbidden by 
his mother. But whenever he had a chance, 
he would sneak off alone somewhere and 
burn pieces of paper or sticks. 

Two or three times he burned his own 
fingers and had dreadful blisters on them. 
Just as soon as they healed, he seemed to 
forget all about the pain and would strike 
matches again at the first chance he got. 

“Some of these days you'll set fire to the 
house,” said his sister Dot. 

“No, I won’t either,” said Jimmy, who 
thought he knew more than a girl. 

One afternoon, when every one had gone 
out, Jimmy found some Chinese punk. 
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“I guess I’ll light a piece!” he said to 
himself. Rags, his pet dog, jumped about 
when he saw the flame. He barked and 
barked, seeming to know that Jimmy was 
doing something he ought not to do. 

The garage was the first safe place he 
saw. He and the dog entered, closing the 
door after them. Of course, nobody with 
any sense would go into a garage with a 
handful of blazing punk. But Jimmy never 
stopped to think of anything but hiding be- 
cause he had disobeyed mother. 

In his excitement and haste he dropped 
the punk to the oily floor. It did not take 
long for the whole building to become a 
mass of flames. There in the corner, too 
frightened to move, huddled Jimmy and 
Rags. 

When the firemen had dragged the two 
culprits from their corner, they were both in 
a pretty bad way. 

“Where’s Rags? 
asked over and over. 

“Yes, he’s dreadfully burned—hasn’t a 
speck of hair left!” replied mother. 

“All because of me!” wailed Jimmy. “Oh, 
mother, if only Rags gets better, I’ll never, 
never touch matches to play with again.” 
He did not seem to mind his own pain, but 
worried about the dog. 

At last they both got well, and Rags went 
over to lick Jimmy’s hand as though to say: 
“T forgive you.” 

“Well, Rags, I know now that fire isn’t a 
safe playmate.” 

And Rag’s wagging tail meant: “Yes, I 
know it.”—Eachange. 


Is he hurt?” the boy 


Washington and the Children 


VERY sweet story is told by some one 

which shows how fond Washington was 
of children. One winter night, says the tale, 
a large house in a northern State was 
brilliantly illuminated; the table was spread 
with fine silver and glass and bright decora- 
tion, while a number of good things were 
provided for eating. A guest was expected, 
and the dinner was spoiling. The domestic 
said that the guest had arrived an hour be- 
fore and had been shown to a room, so that 
he could rest and wash before dinner. As 
he did not come down, the host excused him- 
self to his guests and went upstairs. On 
his way he passed the nursery, and there 
sat the missing guest, a baby astride his 
foot. He was “riding the child to Boston,” 
and singing quite lustily, “How the Derby 
Was Won,” to the delight of another child 
close by. When he saw his host he was a 
little confused, but finished the song, then 
rose and bade the children good-night. “Say 
‘Good-night, and thank you, General George 
Washington!’” said the father. 


“Good-night and thank you, General 
George Washington,” the children called 
after him. 

How happy those children must have been 
through life to remember the time when 
Washington forgot his dinner to play with 
them !—Selected. 
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Communications 


That Notable Service 


That notable service recorded in the dear 
old Herald of January 6, 1927—regarding 
the long service of Dr. J. F. Burnett, as 
Convention Secretary—is a record of which 
the Christian Church should be proud. No 
doubt the divine Head of the Church can 
say now and at the final Judgment, “Well 
done, good and faithful servant, enter into 
your reward.” Brother Burnett, I want to 
be in hearing distance when the reward is 
tendered! 

I gave my hand and name to the Ridge- 
way, Michigan, Christian Church in 1849, 
and during the seventy-eight years since 
that date I have tried to live up to the vows 
I then took. And now in my ninetieth year 
I rejoice that I am nearly home. The wife 
of my youth and later years, and my 
father’s family of twelve, have all gone but 
me; and I am expecting soon to go. Even 
so, come, Lord Jesus. Come quickly. 

WILLIAM L. CORYELL. 

Orlando, Florida. 


Sewer Gas and Attar of Roses! 


I have read your editorial “America and 
the Incomparably Best.” Please compare 
this with an article in Dearborn Independ- 
ent of January 29 by an Englishman, “The 
Charge Is Materialism.” I am convinced 
the Englishman is right, and the less we 
mix with the European nations—England 
excepted—the better for us. As well try 
to mix sewer gas and attar of roses and 
expect a delicious smell. 

And as to canceling the debts—never. 
As a doctor of medicine I know too many 
who deliberately plan not to pay their just 
debts (personal for service) and if they 
were not forced to pay, they would merely 
consider the doctor a simpleton. To cancel 
the debts, would merely be an excuse for 
them to renew extravagances. France has 
not even tried to reduce her war appropria- 
tions so as to repay what she borrowed 
after the war. 

People on a salary don’t know how it feels 
to be cheated out of earned pay, so don’t 
listen to college professors’ “Idealism.” 

PAUL HILDEBRANT, M. D. 

Mount Sterling, Ohio. 


Those Low Wages and High Dividends 


The editorial and the reply of Mr. Hurl- 
burt regarding low wages and high divi- 
dends and the replies to Mr. Hurlburt have 
been very interesting, and I feel that this is 
a very fine way to carry on Religious Edu- 
cation touching a great and ever-present 
question—not only of today but of every 
day since modern industrialism came to be 
such a factor in our daily and modern lives. 

I can see clearly how business people feel 
that they must have profits all the time. Let 
losses come one week and alarm sets in for 
there is fear lest this will not stop at the 
week’s end. It seems to me that Mr. Hurl- 
burt however loses sight of some facts. 

Take the statement: “No one is under 
obligation to start a five and ten cent store 
. ... if he did not the people would have 
to get other jobs.” This is very true. But 
it is certain that in a given population there 
would not be room for many such stores, 
and when ONE has started it may be the 
only one that that population can sustain. 
If so that store then furnishes a livelihood 
for we will say forty persons. This store 
then holds the destiny of forty persons in 
its hands so far as wages is concerned. 
Should the wages be based on the idea of, 
“Take it or starve?” 4 

The fact that the help agrees to accept 


the low wage does not denote what is fair 
for the employer to pay. Rather it takes 
on the idea and element of unjust advantage 
of the helplessness of the workers. I knew 
of a man who in a tight spot had to have 
money. The lender was willing, very will- 
ing to help him out, and there were no under- 
handed features about the deal. Open and 
clear, but it was at such a rate of interest 
that when the poor fellow accepted it, it put 
him into the clutches of the lender. [Hence 
the law in every State against usury. 
Editor.] If a business firm monopolizes the 
opportunity for labor in a community, is it 
Christian to make the offer of wages on the 
basis that if they agree to it, it is all right 
even when it is admitted that the firm might 
well offer more? 

Dealing on the basis of what the laborer 
will accept may be, and often is, very un- 
fair, and may even be very cruel because of 
the straightened circumstances of the 
laborer. 

Mr. Hurlburt speaks of the girls who 
wrap up parcels, as if that was a slight 
affair. But is not this the very service that 
the store is supposed to render? Is not this 
the service that brings the dollars and the 
dividends? 

If this service brings the dollars and the 
dividends sufficient to pay forty-one percent, 
can they single out just which girl earns the 
highest percentage? I suppose they can, 
but surely there cannot be many blanks if 
the company can pay such dividends. 

Another thing our good brother overlooks 
is seen in his remark that many of these 
young, low-waged girls live at home. I 
would be ashamed to make such a statement. 
When did it ever happen that parents were 
obliged to board the hired help of any de- 
partment store free or at lower rates than 
other people would board them? How 
splendid of them, what generous fathers and 
mothers, struggling to help their children 
along in life as they supposed, but in reality 
boarding the store help so the company can 
pay forty-one percent dividends to the stock- 
holders! How lovely I would feel to wear a 
$1,000 coat and think that out in the cities 
my “help” is being boarded at half price or 
free by their parents so that I can have this 
nice coat. How good of them! 


Then again Mr. Hurlburt says that busi- 
ness men must have profits all the time so 
as to tide over a hard spot now and then. 
How much do the large dividends tide over 
the tight places? Are they not gone beyond 
the reach of the corporation? Instead of 
being a help, they become a hinderance; be- 
cause the stockholders having had the large 
profits will be very anxious to keep up the 
big dividends all the time. 

Then again Mr. Hurlburt says, “Wages 
can only be paid according to the service 
rendered if a business is to live.” Is that 
done? 

I know of a young man who began a 
definite work with a great company running 
a photostat machine. After a few months the 
manager of that department took some 
friends through to show the working of that 
machine, and the young man overheard him 
tell the visitors that this machine saves the 
company hundreds of dollars per month. 
What of the service being rendered by this 
young man? Now, after several years of 
service, being now an expert, he receives 
less than $100 per month. 

Then I wish to refer to the reference to 
fewer hospitals, etc., if there had not been 
large dividends and profits.. We grant that 
many wealthy men have done generously to 
aid hospitals and other great humanitarian 
institutions. But I want to call attention 
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to the worth of the small givers, so that our 
friend may not think that all hospitals are 
the gifts of wealthy men. I helped to raise 
funds for a hospital once where the larger 
part of the funds came from the small 
givers and wage-earners of the town. Re- 
cently, as I was told by one of the ministers 
of that faith, the Presbyterian Church 
started out to raise $15,000,000 for the aged 
ministers’ pension fund, and certain lay 
leaders thought they could go to the men of 
great wealth and raise it in a few days. 
They tried, raised a few million dollars and 
had to confess defeat. Then they had to 
come back to the rank and file of the church 
members for the hundreds of thousands of 
small gifts. They soon raised it. Thou- 
sands of widows are giving their mites—and 
they become mights in the aggregate. 

This is a good theme to talk on. It helps 
us to think; thinking will lead to light. 

E. C. HALL. 
Milford, N. J. 


Convert Ourselves Is the First Step 


The matter of Christian Unity is a big 
one. We will have to undo much that we 
have done before we can begin to practice 
what we have been preaching. To create 
another denomination in order to bring 
about the union of denominations looks 
rather like a weak step which was made at 
the beginning. 

When one looks at denominations from 
the standpoint of numbers, property hold- 
ings, schools, and many other such things, 
then it puts us in a ridiculous attitude to 
invite big and mighty organizations to come 
our way in union. Dr. Coffin puts the situa- 
tion very clearly. Your article states that 
there is no reason for the Congregational 
people and ourselves remaining apart. Why 
not go in with them? 

There is no magic in our name else the 
world would have been won to us long since. 
Cardinal principles are often like planks in 
political platforms, they are merely there. 
We ourselves have not believed in real 
Christian Unity; and it seems to me that 
our first step is to win ourselves to our own 
tenents, and then we will find the way open- 
ing before us. 

ARTHUR A. RICHARDS. 

Franklin, N. H. 


A Lawyer’s Comeback 


I do not care for a controversy with a 
pressman let alone my best friend, but I do 
want to make one or two other suggestions 
regarding a lawyer’s viewpoint on your 
reply to my letter. 

You say that “the medical profession 
would oust any physician who helped to pro- 
tect any cesspool that spreads disease.” I 
am satisfied that this is true; but any one of 
these physicians would treat and do all that 
he could for any person contaminated by 
this cesspool or for any disease no matter 
where or how contracted. As individuals, 
they help the poor fellow to build up again 
his shattered body; and as an organization, 
they bring to the attention of society the 
cause of the cesspool. Sometimes it is regu- 
lated or put out of existence and sometimes 
it is not. In any event the physician goes on 
mercifully administering to those con- 
taminated by reason of the cesspool being 
allowed to exist. Just so with the lawyer. 
But the lawyer is no more responsible for 
the condition which gives rise to the crim- 
inal because he tried to help the individual 
than the doctor is for the cesspool because 
he tries to cure those who are infected by it. 
The real question arises as to what we shall 
generally call cesspools. 

Our friend Burris W. Jenkins broadcasts 
some wonderfully fine liberal sermons from 
Kansas City. There are those who would 
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take the privilege of broadcasting away 
from him because of his liberal views. They 
would call his paper and broadcasting a 
“cesspool” of the most vicious character. If 
an injunction were asked against him to for- 
bid his activities or if a statute were passed 
seeking the same object, he would be en- 
titled to a defense. You would not con- 
demn a lawyer because he presented his 
rights to a court, would you? If some nar- 
row-minded person should seek to restrain 
your publication, I would count it a pleasure 
to be able to defend you. I know what you 
want to say—you want to say that you and 
Jenkins are not criminals. I know it, but 
what about the poor school-teacher down in 
Tennessee? It is easy to talk in general 
terms, but individual application is another 
thing. 

In your reply you say that “rotten vaude- 
ville, bad movies, and vicious press should be 
classed among the criminals.” All right, I 
agree with you most cordiaily. But the 
question is, how bad does a vaudeville have 
to be before it becomes “rotten?” How far 
astray does the movie have to wander be- 
fore it can be called “bad?” Just how low 
must the press sink before it is called 
“vicious?” If some one were to insist your 
or Jenkins’ press were vicious, I would be 
up in arms at once because I am in hearty 
accord with your viewpoint; but there are 
people who are not as friendly toward your 
viewpoint as I am. 

Any activity has a right to present its 
claims to a court and jury. It is the law- 
yer’s business—nay more—it is his duty to 
do this. Whether the enterprise will be 
construed into a cesspool depends upon the 


viewpoint of the court and jury, which in 
turn reflect the moral tone of the community 
or society. And just as you and Brother 
Jenkins would be entitled to a defense, so 
is the author or editor of any other paper 
or publication. The final result depends, 
not on the plea of the lawyer, but the state 
of morals and viewpoint of the community. If 
fifteen of twenty cases of typhoid should be 
treated by one physician, you would not say 
he was responsible for the condition be- 
cause he treated the victim. Just so with 
the lawyer defending the victims of the so- 
cial cesspools, does not mean that the law- 
yer is responsible for them. Even if the 
author of the cesspool is brought to the 
bar of justice, it does not mean that society 
has to accept his viewpoint as presented by 
his attorney. The public would not favor 
the plea if it were not in accord with it. 


After all, it all comes back to a wise and 
Christian training and education. Those 
people responsible for the spreading of ideas 
and viewpoints and philosophies are the ones 
chargeable to a large extent for cesspools 
and criminals. The existence and continu- 
ance of these cesspools is a question of pub- 
lic viewpoint. To change the public mind 
requires teachers, preachers, schools, and 
homes. When they have failed, some poor 
lawyer is called in after the result; and be- 
cause he tries to help the individual salvage 
some of his life or property, he is held re- 
sponsible for the whole condition or state 
of society that brought it about. This is not 
fair nor is it as Christian as I would wish 
coming from our brethren of the pulpit and 
press. A. F. SIMs. 

Howard, Kansas. 
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“Jesus prayed for one Church. 
enough now.” 


If one were enough then, one is 








From the Field 


NEW ENGLAND 
Rhode Island and Massachusetts Conference 
Fall River, 
banquet of the Bogle Street Christian Church, 
held on Friday evening, January 21, Mrs. 
John Ashworth, retiring president of the so- 


January 29—At the women’s 


ciety, was presented a cameo pin by Mrs. 
Munro in behalf of the members. Mrs. Ash- 
worth thanked her friends for their token of 
friendship. There were about one hundred 
and seventy ladies present. — The men’s class 
is preparing for its annual minstrel show 
which will be given soon, and rehearsals will 
commence in a week or two. — Under the 
faithful labors of Rev. Henry Arnold, the 
church is moving forward and its influence 
is felt more and more in the eastern section 
of our city.—Correspondent. 


South Portsmouth—At the annual meeting 
of the Christian Church the pastor, Rev. H. 
Russel Clem, and Mrs. Clem met with the 
board, when officers were elected. The treas- 
urer’s and clerk’s reports proved very satis- 
factory, the treasurer showing a good sub- 
Stantial balance in the fund. Plans were dis- 
cussed by pastor and board for the coming 
year. 

New Bedford—The annual roll call of the 
North Christian Church took place last eve- 
ning, January 26, with a very good attend- 
ance despite the extreme cold. Rev. Herbert 
M. Hainer conducted a short devotional serv- 
ice, and then the program arranged by the 
department of stewardship and finance was 
carried out with Charles G. Russell in the 


chair. The roll was called by Mrs. Clara 
Smith, the clerk of the church, and as each 
member responded, a short verse, Scripture 
reading, or some expression of sentiment was 
requested. An opportunity was also given to 
participate in 2 material way towards the 
financial obligations of the church. The call- 
ing of the roll was interspersed with a varied 
program. Refreshments were served by the 
department of social service. 


East Freetown—The East Freetown Wom- 
an’s Club at its December meeting voted to 
give five dollars to buy material for the cos- 
tumes required for the Sunday-school pa- 
geant and offered to meet with Mrs. Jennie 
Romssell to make them. Ten dollars was 
voted to purchase games for use at the East 
School where many children bring their din- 
ners. Five dollars was given to start the 
Boy Scouts. The next meeting of the club 
will be in March. — Thursday, December 23, 
the Sunday-school had a Christmas tree and 
gave the pageant, “Keeping Christ in Christ- 
mas.” — On December 26 and January 16 the 
Sunday-school and morning worship were 
omitted because of the weather or condition 
of the roads. — A box containing children’s 
clothes, cloth, soap, beads, cook books, and 
lesson papers was sent early this month to 
the Bruces at Santa Isabel. — We received at 
Christmas a card from Foochow, China. 
There is a Chinese woman and child repre- 
sented in front of open gates. Over this it 
says, “Open unto us the gates of righteous- 
ness and we will go in.” Underneath was 
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printed, “The women and children of Foo- 
chow thank their Christian friends in Amer- 
ica.” We greatly value it and hope Miss 
Wiley and her band of Bible women are 
safe.—Mrs. J. A. Peckham. 


Fall River, First—Interest is keeping up 
fine in our work here, although the severe 
winter weather on a few Sundays has mili- 
tated against the attendance. Interest in- 
creases in the Church School and _ recent 
plans have been adopted to increase the effi- 
ciency in the primary and intermediate di- 
visions. The church plans to entertain the 
mid-year meeting of the conference wom- 
an’s board in February.—H. R. Clem, Pastor 

E. J. Bodman, Field Secretary. 


DELAW ARE 

Dover, January” 28—The annual meeting 
held in the chapel Tuesday night of last 
week was the most inspiring annual meet- 
ing held during the present pastorate, by 
reason of the splendid reports, and the en- 
thusiasm of all who attended. Several mem- 
bers sent their regrets for not being able to 
attend either on account of sickness or pre- 
vious engagements. Every one present re- 
joiced in the fine fellowship of the occasion, 
and the encouraging reports that were sub- 
mitted by the various organizations in the 
church. The treasurer’s report showed that 
the year 1926 had been the best year finan- 
cially of any year in the history of the 
church. The total receipts of the church and 
the different organizations of the church 
amounted in all for the year 1926 to $21,433.- 
50. Every organization in the church re- 
ported progress in activities and an encour- 
aging balance in each treasury. —The pas- 
tor, Dr. R. C. Helfenstein, stated in his re- 
port that though the work of the year had 
been strenuous by reason of the ever enlarg- 
ing program, yet because of the sincere ap- 
preciation of the rank and file of the mem- 
bers, the fine co-operation of the leaders in 
the church, the adequate facilities of the new 
modern church plant, the pleasant environ- 
ment of church building and grounds, the 
comforts of the new parsonage, the deepen- 
ing of the spiritual life of the church, and 
the progress realized by the church, the past 
year had been the happiest and most enjoy- 
able year of his pastoral service with Peo- 
ple’s Church. Twenty-five new members 
were received into the fellowship of the 
church during the year, bringing the total 
membership up to over 650, a net increase of 
four hundred during the past six years. The 
pastor congratulated the church on its splen- 
did spirit of harmony and good will and its 
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zeal in Christian service. He outlined an ex- 
tensive program for 1927 that will mean even 
larger progress and larger service for God. 
— Mr. John B. Hutton, general superintend- 
ent of the Sunday-school, gave a splendid re- 
port for the Sunday-school, emphasizing the 
goal of still greater efficiency in the program 
of religious education for 1927. — After the 
reports were heard, several other items of 
business were cared for among which was 
the action for People’s Church to furnish a 
room at the Kent General Hospital. — The 
meeting closed with prayer after singing 
“Blest Be the Tie That Binds.’-—Delaware 
State News. 


INDIANA 

Frankfort, January 28—The mid-year mis- 
sionary meeting of the Western Indiana 
Christian Conference, from which we re- 
turned yesterday, was held January 27, in the 
Missionary Baptist Church of Crawfordsville, 
as we do not have a church building in Craw- 
fordsville, and the number of Christian 
churches around this city makes it a very 
convenient and central place of meeting. As 
we understand it, about a hundred registered, 
and the services were very inspirational 1n- 
deed. We had with us Rev. Glen Rosselet, a 
returned missionary from Africa, who gave 
a splendid message more than an hour long, 
and by his congenial personality held his au- 
dience for every minute of the time of his 
speaking. He serves under the direction of 
the U. B. Church, which fact, however, he did 
not mention. Then there were two other re- 
turned missionaries who have served under 
the direction of the Nazarean people. These 
stood, and were acknowledged in their work 
of love for the Master. Sister Carrie Beaver, 
in her enthusiastic way, charmed all for the 
space of twenty minutes. All parties on the 
program who were present did their part 
well. Rev. L. J. Carter, of Atwood, Illinois, 
was unable to be present, and the writer tried 
to use the time allotted to him. There were a 
few churches in the conference that were not 
represented by a delegation, but some were 
reported for by persons who were conversant 
with the work of the socity in these church- 
es. Taking it all in all, it was a very pleas- 
ant and, I am sure, profitable meeting, and 
the interests in missionary work were given 
inspiration and impetus for the future.—E. 
E. Bennett. 


Winona Lake, January 29—The Waterford 
Christian Church, though small in member- 
ship, is still working with a consecrated fer- 
vor for the Kingdom. We held a week’s 
meeting, the main purpose in view being to 
harmonize and get a better co-operation of 
the community. Rev. J. J. Beisiegel was 
with me four days and I am sure that great 
good was accomplished in this respect. — We 
have a very interesting Sunday-school with 
an average attendance of fifty for the past 
year. Brother Beisiegel is exceptionally good 
with the children. He had twenty-five in a 
choir and gave them interesting Bible drills. 
You ought to have heard them sing. And 
the best of all is that they sing one or more 
songs each Sunday evening. — The Sunday- 
school rendered a very fine Christmas pro- 
gram on Sunday evening after Christmas. At 
this service the church remembered the pas- 
tor with a purse of money and the ladies’ 
society presented the pastor’s wife with a 
fine quilt. — Rev. Mrs. Rheubottom, a former 
pastor, has been visiting friends and preached 
on the sixteenth of January, morning and 
evening, to good acceptance. — On Sunday, 
the twenty-third, I was called to Brother and 
Sister Michael’s home about six miles west 
of Waterford to receive him into the church 
on confession of faith. Sister Michaels is an 
invalid—paralyzed and blind, but her mind 
and hearing are good. Oh, it is pitiful, yet a 
consolation to see how a consécrated Chris- 
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tian can suffer affliction. She said to me, 
“It might be worse.” Her husband has cared 
for her for seven years. He has a radio and 
tunes in every Sunday and the sermons he 
heard convicted and converted him. I, as 
pastor, assisted by Sister Rheubottom and 
ohters, received him into the church.—J. M. 
Miller, Pastor. 
IOWA 

Brooks, January 28—Our work is progress- 
ing about as usual, with general interest in 
all departments. Our plans are to do some im- 
proving as soon as spring opens up. — A com- 
mittee has been appointed to plan for or- 
ganizing a Junior Endeavor. — The young 
people’s class is getting a play ready to pre- 
sent before long. They were represented in 
the older boys’ and girls’ conference at Bed- 
ford a few weeks ago which has done them 
much good as a class. — The prospects are 
that in the near future we will organize a 
new class in our Sunday-school. One of our 
drawbacks is equipment and room, but we 
hope in time these may be provided for. — 
Last Sunday we observed prayer for our col- 
We carried out the program offered by 
the Department of Christian Education and 
feel that the time was well spent. — The 
Ladies’ Circle gave an oyster supper at the 
church last Wednesday evening and at 
the same time brought in a good supply of 
chickens, potatoes, lard, honey, coffee, fruit, 
and other things too numerous to mention 
and presented them to the pastor and his 
family. So if anyone is planning on making 
us a visit, now is the time when our larder 
is well supplied. We surely appreciate the 
thoughtfulness and kindness of our dear peo- 
ple in remembering us in this generous way. 
It makes us want to work all the harder so 
as to be worthy of their love and respect, 
also to help bring in the new day for which 
our Master prayed.—F. M. Strange, Pastor. 


KANSAS 

Towanda, January 29—A great meeting has 
come to a close at the Mooney Memorial 
Christian Church, Towanda, Kansas. Dr. R. 
C. Helfenstein assisted us in these special 
services. He came to us January 12 and re- 
mained over Sunday, January 23. On Sun- 
day, January 23, the last day of meeting, 
fifty-nine were received into the church with 
one promising he would unite with the 
church at first opportunity, which he did 
with three others, making a total of sixty- 
three additions to tha church, with more to 
follow. One of the many interesting~ hap- 
penings of the meeting and a real source of 
inspiration was a telegram from Mr. and Mrs. 
M. Orban, Jr., declaring their interest and 
faith and praying God’s blessing upon the 
meetings. Another interesting happening 
was a card from Dr. D. M. Helfenstein, fa- 
ther of R. C., suggesting that as he had set 
a goal of thirty conversions, we do the same, 
which we did. But the Lord, as usual, added 
to and made it more than double. Dr. R. C. 
Helfenstein is a great preacher, a tireless 
worker with a real passion for souls. His 
messages, work, and influence will not be 
forgotten by many in Towanda. One of the 
real tests of our faith was the weather, 
which was bad from the beginning, and with 
the old type of evangelism the meeting 
would not have been the success that it was 
combined with the Kingdom Enlistment plan 
or, as we often call it, Religious Emphasis 
Week. Surely and truly God is blessing the 
Jesus way of winning souls. Not only has 
new life come into the church but old life 
has been made new within the church. —On 
Wednesday night, January 26, we gave a re- 
ception to the new members. This was sure- 
ly a great meeting when nearly 250 sat down 
to a real banquet in honor of those who had 
pledged themselves to Christ and the church. 
Many expressed themselves that this was the 
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ENTHUSIASTICALLY WELCOMED 


Those who attended the notable con- 
ference on correlation of programs of 
religious education, held under the 
auspices of the Federal Council of the 
Churches, at Forest Hills, Long Island, 
three years ago, and all who were in- 
terested in the policy there urged, will 
enthusiastically welcome the new book 
by President W. A. Harper, of Elon Col- 
lege, on “An Integrated Program of Re- 
ligious Education.” President Harper 
has carried forward the point of view 
of that gathering with superb effective- 
ness. 


Himself, the chairman of the Board 
of Christian Education of the Christian 
Church. which has been reorganized to 
include all the educational activities of 
that denomination, he speaks not only 
out of a thorough mastery of the prin- 
ciples involved. but also out of invalu- 
able practical experience.—S. M. Cavert, 
in “Federal Council Bulletin.” 


Price, $1.75. 


The Christian Publishing Association 
Dayton, Ohio 











finest banquet and gathering ever held in To- 
wanda. Following the banquet, we had bap- 
tismal services. We heartily commend the 
Kingdom Enlistment plan to our brotherhood, 
and we heartily commend our dear brother, 
Dr. R. C. Helfenstein, for his fine work among 
us. — May we have the prayers of the broth- 
erhood that we may carry on? We are plan- 
ning for some special meeting at Lincoln, our 
home church, where we were pastor for 
nearly twelve years.—R. L. Hendrickson, 
Pastor. 


Dover, Delaware, February 1—From Janu- 
ary 12 to 23 it was my privilege to conduct 
a Religious Emphasis Campaign at’ Towanda, 
Kansas, in the beautiful new Mooney Memo- 
rial Christian Church which was recently 
given to the people of Towanda by Mr. and 
Mrs. M. Orban, Jr. It was a real privilege to 
be associated with the beloved pastor, Rev. 
R. L. Hendrickson, and his congregation in 
this evangelistic effort. It was felt that a 
series of messages on “Christ’s Challenge to 
Our Day” should be given leading up to the 
Kingdom Enlistment program. God blessed 
the work in a wonderful manner. Some of 
the clearest cut conversions I have ever wit- 
nessed were experienced in the offices, stores, 
and homes in response to the Kingdom En- 
listment feature of the campaign. There 
were fifty-nine conversions and additions to 
the church as a result of the effort, and sev- 
eral more were expected to unite at an early 
date. One young man declared his decision 
to unite with the church after the last Sun- 
day evening service, bringing the total num- 
ber up to sixty. The goal set was thirty. 
Imagine the joy of all when the goal which 
at first seemed too large was doubled, and 
still more are to follow. — The Towanda 
Church has a beautiful building indeed, one 
of the most imposing church edifices in the 
entire denomination. A splendid large gym- 
nasium and community building is now wi- 
der course of construction on the church lot, 
the which, when completed will give the To- 
wanda Church one of the most complete 
plants to be found anywhere in a town of 
that size. Brother Hendrickson, the faithful 
and beloved pastor, is doing a splendid piece 
of work for the church proper and for the 
young people of the community. His wife 
and daughter are also making a very definite 
contribution to the success of the big pro- 
gram of service he is putting on. The church 
and community are deeply grateful for the 
gift of the beautiful and commodious church 
building by Mr. and Mrs. M. Orban, Jr., in 
memory of Mrs. Orban’s father, Rev. Isaac 
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Mooney, and for the gift of the splendid gym- 
nasium and Community Hall by one of the 
loyal women of the church. The happv ex- 


periences of the fellowship of service with 


the church and pastor at Towanda will be an 
inspiration through life. God answered the 


prayers of the people in a most convincing 


manner. To him be all the praise.—Roy C. 
Helfenstein. 
OHIO 

Cheshire, January 26—We began our reviv- 
al meeting with the Mt. Zion Christian 
Church in Hocking County, January 15, and 
continued until Sunday night, January 23, in 
spite of disagreeable roads and weather. 
The attendance was good and interest fine. 
The results of this brief meeting were five 
seekers, four confessing Christ, and two 
uniting with the church. We feel that God 
did a great work. The four confessing were 
young women.—W. Scott Mossman, Pastor. 


Eaton, January 28—Mr. Hermon Eldredge 
gave us a gripping, inspirational message 
Sunday evening at the union service held in 
the First Christian Church. This was the 
second union service in which our people 
have taken part this month, the first being 
in the Methodist Church on the first Sunday 
night of the month. — Our pastor has been 
giving a very helpful series of sermons at 
the Sunday morning services on “The Mas- 
ter and the Twelve Apostles,” and an inter- 
esting series on “Bible Women” at the eve- 
ning services. — The Queen Esther Band sur- 
prised Rev. E. T. Cotten with a check to 
cover his expenses to the State Pastors’ Con- 
vention, but he was unable to leave on ac- 
count of the condition of his little daughter, 
Margaret, who has not wholly’ recovered 
from an illness of over a month.—Corre- 
spondent. 


The Woodstock Centenary 
Celebration 


UESDAY, January 18, was a day unique in 

the history of the Woodstock, Vermont, 
Christian Church, and of more than ordinary 
interest to the entire Christian denomination. 
On that day, under the leadership of their 
present pastor, Rev. Herman A. Lewis, the 
members of the Woodstock Church gathered 
together to celebrate the one hundredth anni- 
versary of the dedication of their church 
building, and to rededicate it to continued 
service in the years to come. 

The Woodstock congregation was organized 
one hundred twenty-one years ago, and the 
present church was erected under the leader- 
ship of Elder Jasper Hazen, the first pastor, 
and dedicated January 18, 1827. Although 
there have been some repairs and alterations 
in the structure, it stands today substantially 
as it was built a hundred years ago of dur- 
able brick, and the best of timbers. During 
nearly a century and a quarter of this 
church’s existence it has been served by only 
ten pastors, in the following order: Jasper 
Hazen, Moses Kidder, E. C. Fry, M. T. Morrill, 
C. A. McDaniel, W. A. Leonard, E. R. Phillips, 
A. H. Morrill, W. E. Baker, and Herman A. 
Lewis. The first of these served for nearly 
forty years and Moses Kidder for nearly fifty 
years. Several of the latter’s descendants 
were interested participants in the centenary 
celebration. 

Two services were held during the day, one 
in the afternoon and the other in the evening 
with a banquet at the hotel between. The 
pastor planned and conducted the services 
throughout and the whole-hearted co-opera- 
tion of the membership indicated something 
of the loyalty and devotion they have for 
both church and pastor. Organ and violin 
music by two accomplished musicians of the 
town, whose names we have forgotten, lent 
much to the services. And the arrangement 
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church. 





Rev. A. B. Thornburg 


able services were held. 


The Remodeled Church at Campbellstown 


N our front cover will be found a photo show- 
ing the splendid church plant now possessed by 
our church at Campbellstown, Ohio—consisting of 
a modern church building and parsonage. 
church has just been greatly remodeled, the addi- 
tion showing in the picture having been added. 
It extends across one side and the back of the 
It contains nine Sunday-school rooms, 
and the whole equipment is arranged for depart- 
/ mental work. The floor space has been more than 
doubled and a large dining room and kitchen pro- 
vided for in the basement. 
been installed and other improvements made. The 
1 total cost of the addition and improvements has 
been about $6,000, and only by a great deal of 
donated work and special concessions on prices of 
building material was it possible to secure it at 
such a figure. 
day-school work, but it adds very materially to 
the work of the church in all its phases. 
A dedicatory service and home-coming was held on last December 5, at , 
which Brother Hermon Eldredge was the principal speaker. 
exceedingly icy and dangerous roads, there was a fine attendance and memor- 


The cost of the building was fully provided for and the community has been 
made very happy in the greatly improved church plant which it has secured 
under the leadership of its present pastor, Rev. A. B. Thornburg. 

This church was organized with thirty-four charter members on April 4, 
1899. A church building was erected and dedicated on November 12 of the 
same year, at a cost of $2,550. The church was admitted to the Miami Ohio 
Conference in the following July. For a period of eighteen years, the congre- 
gation supported a pastor only half time; but since then has employed a min- 
ister for all of his time. In 1919 the parsonage seen in the picture was erected 
at a cost of $4,000. The church now has a membership of 170, and by far the 
best equipment for the training of young people for Christian service and the 
upbuilding of Christ’s Kingdom which our community has ever possessed, and 
looks forward to larger and still more aggressive work in the future. 


The 


A new furnace has 


The addition is especially for Sun- 


In spite of the 


OTIA M. SwISHER, Clerk. 
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of cut flowers and potted plants by a florist 
member was beautiful in its simplicity. 

The writer had the unusual privilege of 
preaching the afternoon sermon, which was 
followed by a strong message on ‘Rededica- 
tion” by Rev. W. G. Sargent, D. D., pastor of 
Elmwood Christian Church, Providence, 
Rhode Island, and president of the New Eng- 
land Christian Convention. Dr. Sargent then 
conducted the communion service at the close 
of the afternoon meeting. 

It was the writer’s privilege to speak again 
in the evening on the subject, “The Christian 
Church and the Present Day.’ The pastor 
brought some interesting bits of historical 
news: from a “History of the Woodstock 
Church,” written by Dr. M. T. Morrill when 
he was the beloved pastor there. Woodstock 
is Mrs. Morrill’s old home. Another delight- 
ful event in the service was a message 
brought by Mr. Richard Billings, a prominent 
citizen of the town whose father was an 
honored member of the Christian Church in 
his day. Several others in the large eve- 
ning audience brought words of greeting, and 
a number of messages from those who could 
not be present were read by the pastor. It 
was indeed a most delightful and inspiring 
day in this historic and exceedingly pic- 
turesque town among Vermont's beautiful 
hills. 

Brother Herman Lewis, who has been serv- 
ing this church for four years, and who is 
also secretary of'the Merrimack Conference, 
is held in high esteem not only by the mem- 
bers of the church but by the citizens of the 
town. This was made vividly apparent when 
Mr. Billings prefaced his address by a few 
choice words of praise in presenting Mr. 
Lewis with a bill fold full of bills as a token 


of appreciation from some of the townspeople. 
Such occasions as this bring pastor and 
people closer together and also bring the 
whole brotherhood to a deeper sense of the 
importance of our work as a church through 
the years. 
Wilson P. Minton. 


Notes From Japan 


The Azabu Christian Church, beginning 
with January of this year, has become inde- 
pendent of the mission financially. This 
does not mean that the church is itself rais- 
ing all the money needed to carry on its 
work, but the pastor, Brother Matsuno, as 
the secretary of the federated churches of 
Japan, receives an income from that source 
which makes it unnecessary to depend 
further on the mission. This news, we are 
sure, will not only be an encouragement in 
the homeland, but will be an ideal to which 
other Japanese churches will aspire. 

Since the late Emperor died on Christmas, 
a day which by virtue of his death becomes 
a national holiday, we wonder if this fact 
will not be of immense influence in spread- 
ing abroad in Japan the Christmas story. 
The Japanese themselves claim, even non- 
Christian Japanese, that Japan is Christian 
at heart and that vast numbers of the Japa- 
nese accept the Christian faith though they 
do not go to church. 

In a recent editorial of the Japan Times, 
the editor gave great praise to the Christian 
teaching and the influence of the mission- 
aries. But in the same paper, in a news 
column, it is stated that an examination of 
934 families among the upper classes five 
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hundred illegitimate children were found. 
But even along these lines the Japanese tell 
us that there is a great improvement over 
the practices of former days, and the trend 
is upward. 

The Christian Literature Society, repre- 
senting about thirty missions of Japan, re- 
ports the printing of 24,000,000 pages of 
Christian literature the past year. This 
literature, with the exception of “The Morn- 
ing Star,” published for gratuitous distribu- 
tion among schools, is bought and paid for, 
and for it there is an increasing demand. 
The number of Bibles and parts distributed 
the past year was 1,050,000. No other book 
has been so much in demand. 


A. D. WoopworTH. 
Tokyo, Japan. 


The Realism of China 


By Frances L. Garside 

HEN it comes to driving a fact home, 

China is more literal than any other 
country. A spade is a spade in China, and 
fhough the people are flowery in their 
words and thinking on ordinary occasions, 
in moments of stress they lay aside all ver- 
bal decoration. What other country, for in- 
stance, would carry a coffin containing a 
dead man in a street parade to make vivid 
to the public the importance of adopting 
certain health measures? 

The end justified the means. For Foo- 
chow, the scene one year of a cholera epi- 
demic that took a toll of 19,000 lives, the 
next year was an “island of safety in a sea 
of danger.” In their desperation that aw- 
ful year the people took recourse to every 
possible remedy. They consumed all kinds 
of Chinese medicines. They flocked to 
the temples. Idol processions were seen 
daily in the streets. It was said that the 
governor himself gave $10,000 to the priests 
to enlist their aid. 

At the same time a group of medical mis- 
sionaries and western trained Chinese doc- 
tors opened a cholera hospital, and the re- 
sults were so good that after the epidemic 
subsided the people looked to this group for 
advice on how to be saved from a similar 
epidemic the following year. A program 
was arranged, and early in the spring post- 
ers were put up in public places, parades 
were given, and meetings were held with 
such effective results that there was prac- 
tically no cholera in Foochow the succeed- 
ing summer. There was more done than 
appeared in the public reports; men of every 
religious faith, Christians, non-Christians, 
and anti-Christians worked together to fight 
a common danger. Many friendships were 
formed that will make co-operation in a 
good cause more sure in time to come. 

The “floats” were typical. An ordinary 
dining table carried in one corner a bucket 
of uncovered rice. On the floor the flies 
swarming over it. On two stretchers back 
of this common house scene were two sick 
men. In coffins behind were carried the 
dead. Now it is not possible that one see- 
ing the results of leaving food exposed in 
this fashion will permit it to be done in his 
own home. Foochow has‘a population of a 
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half million, and 220,000 people saw this 
parade. 

Through megaphones young men cried 
aloud that the people could take their 
choice between fire wood and coffin wood. 
If fire wood were used (the meals cooked), 
there would be no need for coffin wood, and 
fire wood costs less. At the end of the pa- 
rade, boy scouts, police, soldiers, business 
men, and students carried literature which 
they distributed, giving away 300,000 pieces 
of illustrated cholera literature within the 
week, the illustrations picturing the out- 
standing features of the parade. 

This realism was carried into effect in the 
indoor meetings as well. Out of the door 
of a Chinese house on the stage a Chinese 
appeared, encountered a coffin whose lid 
opened up. He fell in, the lid closed, and 
the coffin disappeared through a trap door. 
To illustrate relative death rates, white 
skulls painted on cardboard were suspended 
from the ceiling. At a given signal all fell 
rattling into a box. 

The Young. Women’s Christian Associa- 
tion, while not directly represented in this 
crusade, is engaged in thirteen cities and 
ninety-one schools and colleges in putting 
over better health measures that are meet- 
ing with the greatest encouragement. These 








GOD’S BOOK! 


OTHER, I've found an old dusty 
thing 

High on the shelf—just a book!" 
“Why, that’s a Bible, Tommy dear: 

Be careful—that’s God's book!” 
“God's book!" the child exclaimed, 

“Then, mother, before we lose it 
We'd better send it back to God, 


ae 
For you know we never use it! 


—Quoted by “Christian Life” 


from an old book-marker. 
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organizations represent a membership of 
about 9,000. With 9,000 wcmen and girls 
talking better health to their families, in- 
teresting themselves and interesting others 
in activities that develop the limbs and mus- 
cles, it is only a question of time when some 
mother, taking heed, will refuse to let them 
bind the feet of her girl baby, a custom 
which is still practiced in the interior of 
China to a greater extent than the world Is 
aware. 


The Bend in the Road 


N old man lay dying. Old? Yes, the 

calendar revealed that fcr eighty-four 
years he had been walking through the cor- 
ridors of time. 

In spirit he was light-hearted and buoy- 
ant as a boy. To the last he could say, with 
Victor Hugo: “Winter is on my head, but 
eternal springtime is in my heart.” 

Not a shadow could the grim reaper even 
cast upon his sunny spirit as he passed 
through the valley of the shadow of death. 
With faculties’ unclouded he watched himself 
dying, and speculated cn the nature of the 
change which was befalling him. 
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The wife of his youth—who was so good 
and sweet that it was said that she did not 
need to go to heaven, for she made it wher- 
ever she went—was awaiting him at the oth. 
er shore. His son and daughter watched 
with tender care and loving hearts at his 
bedside. 

“What do you think death is, is it a faint- 
ing or a pang?” he asked his son, one of 
the noblest and most brilliant men of the 
Nineteenth Century. 

So smiling anl peaceful did he go to his 
long rest that his physician, astonished at 
his continued calmness and good humor, 
turned to his daughter and said in a low 
voice: 

“Does this gentleman know he is dying?” 

She replied in a voice which the father 
could hear: “He knows it.” 

“Death is no enemy in my eyes,” said the 
old saint, with a quiet smile. He had lived 
well. What was there to fear? 

Observing that his loved ones were weep- 
ing, he asked in surprise what they were alr 
fected about, since he was perfectly happy. 

His last thought was for others. His 
last wcrds were addressed to his son, who 
was fanning him: “I fear I am wearying 
you, dear.” ; 

Such was the radiant and triumphant 
spirit in which the noble father of Robert 
Browning passed through the last bend in 
life’s road. 

It is no wonder that the great poet was 
able to write to a friend with such impa- 
tient faith: 

“I do not consider death the end of any- 
thing. Never say of me that I am dead.”— 
Roy Wallace Thomas. 
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You can help your fellow-men. You 
must help your fellow-men. But the only 
way you can help them is by being the 
noblest and the best man that it is possible 
for you to be.—Phillips Brooks. 














Tithing Literature at Less Than 
the Cost of Production 


53 Pamphlets and Tabloids, over 500 pages, 
by 33 authors, 50 cents 











For fifty cents, the Layman Company, (Incorpo 
rated not for profit), 730 Rush Street. Chicago, IIli- 
nois, offers té send to any address, postpaid, 53 large 
page, closely printed pamphlets and tabloids, aggre- 
gating over 500 pages by more than 30 authors of 
various denominations. The price is less than the 
cost of production. Without extra charge, we will 
include enough copies of pamphlet, ‘‘Winning Finan- 
cial Freedom,” to supply a copy for each of the 
church officials, also an instructive circular on a Ten 
Weeks’ Program of Education in Tithing. 

Please mention The Herald of Gospel Liberty. Also 
give your denomination. 


THE LAYMAN COMPANY 


730 Rush Street, 
Chicago, Illinois. 






































































































































